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INTRODUCTION, 


iO  O  much  has  been  written*  both  by 
furgeons  and  phyficians,  concern¬ 
ing  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  and  fo  much 
is  fuppofed  to  be  known  by  every  quack* 
and  apothecary’s  apprentice*  about  its 
treatment ;  that  it  may  be  thought  pre- 
fumptuous,  or  at  leafc  fuperfluous,  to  fay 
more  upon  the  fubjedt.  But  nothing  cer¬ 
tainly  can  be  fo  effectual  an  obftrudtion  to 

$  the 


(  2  ) 

the  progrefs  of  knowledge  in  general,  as 
an  opinion  that  no  room  is  left  for  far¬ 
ther  improvement.  Long  and  large  ex- 
perience  has  convinced  me,  that  this  par¬ 
ticular  branch  does  ftill  admit  of  a  great 
deal ;  and  the  dreadful  confequences 
arifing  from  the  grofs  ignorance  of  many" 
practitioners,  as  well  as  from  the  fhame- 
ful  impofitions  of  not  a  few,  are  every 
day  but  too  apparent.  What  increafes 
the  mifchief  exceedingly,  is  the  inat¬ 
tention  of  the  patients  themfelves  to  their 
own  health,  no  lefs  than  their  indif¬ 
ference  about  the  welfare  of  their  pofte- 
rity.  On  thefe  accounts,  I  find  myfelf 
prompted  to  communicate  my  obferva- 
tions  on  this  difeafe,  in  hopes  of  ren¬ 
dering  it  lefs  deftrudtive  to  mankind,  by 
enabling  each  individual,  who  unhappily 
labours  under  it,  to  judge  whether  he 
is  in  fkilful  and  honeft  hands,,  or  the 
contrary. 


What- 


(  3  ) 

Whatever  deference  is  due  to  writers  of 
reputation,  in  thofe  particular  cafes,  where 

the  rules  by  them  laid  down  for  the  ma- 

%  y  * 

nagement  of  difeafes  remain  to  this  day 
the  beft  ftandard  of  practice ;  that  very 
deference  will  prove  a  falfe  guide,  if  ex¬ 
tended  to  fubjedts  where  the  lights, 
which  they  had  acquired,  were  in  reality 
but  the  dawn  of  what  is  now  more 
fully  known.  It  rnuft  therefore  be  of 
confequence  to  guard  beginners  in  the 
healing  art  againft  an  implicit  reliance 
even  on  the  greateft  profeffors, 

SECTION  I.  • 

Opinions  of  the  mofi  celebrated  writers  on 

this  difeafe . 

DR.  Sydenham  has  juftly  acquired 
the  higheft  rank  in  the  profeflion 
of  phyfic  ,  and  to  his  capacity,  equalled 
only  by  his  candour,  I  bow  with  re- 
.1  7  B  z  fpedt. 


V 


(  4  ) 

But  that  great  man,  it  is  very 
certain,  has  advanced  petitions  on  this 
point,  which  do  not  Well  agree  with  our 
prefen t  knowledge  of  it.  According  to 
him,  the  cure  of  a  clap  depends  wholly 
on  purging  medicines,  by  which  the  pec¬ 
cant  humour  is  difehareed,  or  a  divertion 
is  made  of  the  natural  juices,  that  might 
otherwife  feed  the  difeafe.  Any  purga¬ 
tive  long  perfevered  in,  he  believes,  will 
be  fuccefsful,  but  efpecially  the  more 
draftic  kinds ;  and  he  particularly  recom- 
mends  a  fqrm  of  that  fort  to  be  taken 

daily,  for  the  firft  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 

0  9 

or  more.  Neverthelefs,  lo  far  as  I  have 
had  opportunities  of  obferving,  I  mull 
be  of  opinion,  that  either  in  delicate,  or 
irritable  habits,  nothing  tends  fo  diredlly 
to  keep  up  the  cordee,  to  bring  on 
ftrangury  and  fever,  or  to  produce  fwelled 
tefticles,  as  draftic  and  daily  purging.  But 
who  would  not  guard,  if  pofiible,  againft 

every 


(  5  ) 


every  one  of  thele  fymptoms  ?  The  laft  in 

particular,  that  of  fwelled  tefticles,  feems 

»  .  ■  ■. 

to  me  in  its  confecuiences  the  moil  for- 

X 

midable  that  can  befall  the  patient,  and 
the  moft  troublefome  to  the  practitioner  ; 
whether  you  fpeak  of  his  reputation 
which  is  concerned  to  prevent,  or  of  the 
Ikill  which  is  required  to  conquer  it,  and 
to  put  a  flop  to  the  terrible  inroads  it 
makes  on  the  conftitution. 

ir- 

To  proceed  with  our  admired  author; 
he  does  not  prefcribe  bleeding,  even  in 
fanguine  temperaments,  and  where  the 
complaint  is  obftinate,  till  after  a  month’s 
purging;  left,”  fays  he,  €f  it  fhould  throw 

1 

**  the  difeafe  into  the  habit.”  But  now, 
if,  during  this  purgation  for  a  month,  the 
ftrangury,  continual  cordee,  watchful- 
nefs,  or  fever,  occaftoned  by  fo  heating  a 
method  of  cure,  even  in  fpite  of  a  fevere 
courfe  of  diet ;  if  thefe  evils,  I  fay,  are 
not  alleviated  by  bleeding,  opiates,  and 

abfti- 


I 


•  (  6  ) 

abftinence  from  meat,  which  laft  he  does 

not  require,  what  are  the  confequences  ? 

A  fever  fupervenes,  by  which  the  flow  of 

*  ” 

the  virulent  matter  from  the  urethra  is 
ftopt,  and  the  difeafe  is  blended  with 
the  conftitution  ;  or  there  is  produced  in 
the  tefiicles  a  fwelling,  of  which  the  refo- 
l.ution  is  tedious,  difficult,  and  full  of 
danger, 

Another  pofition  of  this  celebrated 
writer  is,  that  purging  is  every  thing 
here,  and  that  in  this  difeafe,  if  in  any, 
it  may  be  faid,  “  He  cures  well  who 
“  cleanfes  well/1  On  fuch  authority, 

who  would  not  be  tempted  to  trufl:  to 

*  / 

purging  alone,  and  even  to  carry  it  to 
the  utmoft  ?  How  often  have  I  done  fo, 
till  I  was  taught  better,  and  emboldened 

i 

by  experience  to  fet  afide  the  authority 
of  even  a  Sydenham, *  by  following  whom, 
in  this  inftance,  I  had  the  mortification 
to  find  my  patients  declining  daily,  and 

groaning 


/ 


V 


(  7  ,5 

groaning  under  a  tedious  gleet  without 
any  relief ! 

\ 

He  adds  indeed,  “  If  the  method 
*c  above  mentioned  does  not  fucceed  in 
**  flopping  the  gonorrhoea,  it  may  be 
*c  done  more  effectually  by  a  flrong 
“  purge ;  or,  if  that  fhould  likewife  fail, 

(e  by  two  or  three  dofes  of  turpeth  mi- 

*  \ 

€C  neral  at  proper  intervals,  or  elfe  by  a 

•  *■  •  -  Y  • 

“  large  dofe  of  calomel  twice  a  week.v> 
All  thefe  however  I  muff  in  general  dif- 
approve,  as  fcarcely  fuited  to  any  but  the 
moft  robuft  conftitutions. 

After  this  he  has  recourfe  to  turpentine 

•  *v  f  rs  (  f  ■  *  r  r  * 

medicines,  and  the  drying  balfams  ;  but 

*  -  Y’  “  Y  *  f 

without  fpecifying  fufficiently  when  they 
may  be  ufed  with  fafety,  notwithflanding 
he  feems  fo  well  aware  of  the  rifle  the 
patient  runs  of  falling  into  a  confirmed 
pox,  from  the  peccant  humours  not  be- 

n  •  r  t  •  it  r  ^  r 

ing  properly  carried  off  by  purgatives, 
in  conftitutions  where  there  is  an  anti.- 
*  >  ■  ■  path/ 


pathy  to  thefe,’  or  a  difficulty  of  being 
purged. 

As  to  His  notion  that  the  hardncfs  ill 
the  prepuce*  or  the  ulceration  brought 
upon  that  part,  or  under  it,  is  to  be 
cured  by  fomentations,  and  mucilaginous 
or  oily  applications  alone,  or  even  by  the 
mercurial  preparation  of  precipitate  mixed 
with  a  foftening  ointment ;  I  muft  needs 
fay,  that  I  do  not  find  it  eorrefpond  with 
fa Ct,  having  feen  poxes  often  fuperin- 
duced  by  this  lafl:  application ;  I  mean, 
where  the  anti  venereal  courfe  has  not 
been  firfl  regularly  purfued.  In  that  cafe, 
indeed,  the  method  I  fpeak  of  will  foften 
the  praeputium,  and  enable  the  patient  to 
return  it ;  or  the  fame  thing  may  be  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  leaden  cannula  contrived 
and  recommended  by  Fallopius,  to  which 
J  have  been  frequently  forced  to  have  re- 
courfe,  when  all  the  ulcers  had  difap- 

With 


(  9  ) 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  cf  the 
fwelled  tedicle  ;  Dr,  Sydenham  does  not 
give  the  lead;  hint,  that  mercurial  appli¬ 
cations,  or  preparations,  are  often  necef- 
fary  to  fecure  the  patient  from  the  pocky 
confequences  of  inflammation  which  hap¬ 
pen  frequently  in  that  tender  part. 

But  to  conclude  the  drift  ores  which 
judice  to  my  fubjeft  has  obliged  me, 
however  unwilling,  to  make  on  this  truly 
great  man ;  the  principal  objeftion  to  his 
method  of  treating  the  confirmed  pox 
is  his  truding  for  the  cure  to  fo  fmall 
a  quantity  of  the  quickfilver  rubbed  on 
at  fird  to  raife  a  falivation,  and  his  de¬ 
pending  on  alteratives  afterwards  given 
inwardly  to  keep  it  up  :  for  I  doubt  not 
of  being  able  to  demondrate  in  the  proper 
place,  that  the  fecurity  does  not  arife 
from  the  falivation,  fo  much  as  from  the 
quantity  of  quickfilver  neceffary  to  ex¬ 
tinguish  the  fvmptoms. 

Pr* 


C 


(  IO  ) 

Dr.  Boerhaave,  after  thirty  fix  years 
clofe  attention  to  the  venereal  difeafe,  ac- 
knowledges,  that,  in  a  number  of  cafes,  he 
was  ftill  uncertain  about  the  belt  method 
of  treating  it;  and  that  the  leaft  circum- 
ftance  mifmanaged,  or  overlooked,  was 
productive  of  complaints  which  he  could 
not  conquer. 

%  4  •  *  w 

After  fo  candid  an  acknowledgement, 
may  I  not  hope  to  be  forgiven  by  the 
Boerhaavian  fchool,  juftly  refpeCtable  for 
having  bred  many  who  are  now  among 
the  brightefi:  ornaments  of  their  profeflion, 

if  I  take  the  liberty  to  dilpute  feveral  of 

* 

that  great  man’s  opinions  in  relation  to  this 
difeafe;  fince  it  cannot *feem  ftrange,  that 
the  experience  of  thirty  fix  years  more, 
which  have  elapfed  from  the  time  he  made 

the  obfervation  above  mentioned,  fhould 

•»  «  * 

have  thrown  fuch  light  on  fome  particulars, 
as  fhews  him  to  have  been  miftaken  on  a 
fubjeCt  which  by  his  own  confeffion  he 
found  fo  difficult  ?  I 


(  II  ) 

I  begun  with  obfervina;,  that  his  maxim 

O  O  * 

of  mercurial  medicines  being  never  ne- 
ceffary  in  his  firft  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea, 
does  not  hold  univerfally,  *it  being  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  pox  has  taken  place,  and 
been  communicated  to  the  wife,  after 
the  mod:  regular  treatment  upon  his  plan  ; 
probably  indeed  owing  to  the  patient’s 
having  contracted  this  firft  fbecies  from  a 

O  x 

woman  who  was  poxed. 

In  his  fecond  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhoea, 
attentive  obfervers  muft  have  often  feen 
the  difeafe  creep  into  the  inguinal  glands, 

during  a  courfe  of  brifk  purging,  accom- 

¥ 

panied  with  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen, 
for  two  whole  months,  although  the 
running  has  not  received  the  leaft  check 
whatfoever. 

With  refpeCt  to  his  third  fpecies,  where 
the  complaint  afteCls  Cowper’s  glands  of 
the  urethra,  he  remarks  that  the  fuccefs 
of  the  cure  depends  entirely  on  the  whole 

C  2 

»  *  / 

mtk1 


01 
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of  the  infectious  matter  flowing  off  by 
means  of  the  difcharge  ;  but  he  does  no^ 
fpecify  when  mercurials  are  to  be  ufed, 
though  he  obferves  very  juftly,  that  the 
fevere  remedy  of  a  falivation  becomes 
here  often  neceffary. 

To  his  doctrine  concerning  the  fourth 
fpecies,  where  the  proftate  gland  is  af¬ 
fected,  I  fhould  have  no  objection,  as  he 
recommends  a  falivation  at  once  ;  provided 
he  gave  any  caution  about  the  impropriety 
of  trufling  to  the  purging  courfe  mixed 
frith  mercurials,  by  which  the  effects  ff 
mercury  on  the  difeafe  are  always  weak¬ 
ened  ;  or  provided  he  defcribed  the  pow- 
iers  which  belong  to  decoctions  of  farfa, 
or  balfamic  drinks. 

As  to  his  fifth  and  lafr  fort  of  gonor~_ 
rhcea,  where  Morgagni’s  glands,  and  the 
feminal  veficles,  &c.  are  affected,  we  muft 
necelfarily  difapprove  of  his  refting  the 
patient’s  relief  from  this  miferable  ftate 

on 

* 


on  plafters,  ointments,  fomentations, 
poultices,  the  knife,  the  fweating  box, 
diet  drinks,  abftinence,  and  fevere  fali- 
vations ;  without  recommending,  what 
we  have  generally  found  necefiary  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment 
fo  moderately  applied  as  not  to  break 
down  the  habit,  or  of  Peruvian  bark, 
open  air,  milk  diet,  and  the  foft  decoc¬ 
tions. 

We  come  now  to  his  general  maxims 
for  the  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox.  This, 
the  tells  us,  confifls  in  drawing  off  all  the 
fat  of  the  body,  even  to  the  laft  particle ; 

j 

in  which  fat,  according  to  his  theory, 
the  whole  poifon  qf  the  venereal  malady 
is  lodged.  “  For/'  continues  he,  “  if 

■  ”  z  i 

f*  the  lead:  particle  remains,  there  is  rea- 
“  fon  to  fear  a  relapfe ;  fo  that,  unlefs 
“  the  oils  of  the  body,  and  this  poi- 

fon  concreted  in  them,  are  entirely 
f?  diffolved,  and  purged  off,  you  can  ne- 


(  H  ) 

“  ver  (if  the  difeafc  is  inveterate)  have  a 
radical  cure,  but  only  the  appearance 
“  of  one,  fuch  as  you  will  repent  your 
€e  having  trufted  to,  very  heartily.  Now 

“  the  effects  here  required  are  to  be  pro- 

'  r 

*6  duced  by  mercury ;  on  whofe  adtion 
fC  however  you  are  not  to  rely,  unlefs 
“  you  reduce  all  the  fat  humours  into 
*e  water,  expel  them  completely,  and 
cc  with  them  wadi  off  entirely  the  ve~ 
€€  nereal  poifon.”  What  is  the  infer¬ 
ence  ?  “  That,  in  order  to  be  properly 

cured  of  the  pox,  the  patient  muft  be 
(C  fed  on  the  leaned:  foods,  kept  in  a 
te  great  and  continued  heat,  reduced  to 
*(  the  palenefs  of  a  corpfe;  in  a  word, 
iC  totally  emaciated,  and  the  cure  pro-* 
“  tradted,  till  he  has  got  rid  of  all  his  old 
^  juices.  If  this  counfel  is  not  faithfully 
€C  followed  in  curing  him ;  and  if,  after 
€c  you  have  cured  him,  you  do  not  re- 
t€  ftrain  him,  for  a  month  or  two  longer, 

“  from 

< 


(  15  ) 

«  from  fat  things  of  the  putrefcent  'kindj 
“  you  will  have  caufe  to  regret  your 
“  having  fubjedted  him  in  vain  to  the 
“  torture  of  fo  fevere  a  courfe,  iince  there 
“  will  be  ftill  fome  relics  of  the  .difeafe 
?*  lurking  in  the  body,  and  buried  there 
<c  only  for  a  time,  to  rife  again  with  new 
“  Strength  and  violence.** 

On  reading,  many  years  ago,  the  above 
theory  of  this  eminent  phyfiologift,  I 
concluded  from  fo  high  an  authority,  that 
the  difeafe  could  not  be  cured  radically 
by  any  other  method,  and  accordingly  fet 
about  treating  the  more  •ftubborn  cafes  in 
his  way ;  till  I  difcovered  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  firmed;  adherence  to  it,  there 
frequently  remained  in  the  groins  fuch  ob¬ 
stinate  and  ill  looking  fores,  as  were  not 
to  be  healed,  till  the  natural  baifam 
of  the  blood  was  restored  by  freer  living, 
and  a  fuller  habit.  I  like  wife  found, 
that  the  difeafe  was  only  hid  by  this 

low- 


lowering  plan,  and  broke  out  afrefii  upori 
the  change  to  a  plentiful  diet.  Neither 
indeed  could  it  be  well  expected,  that,  in 
a  country  like  this,  your  patients  would 
fubmit  to  be  ftarved,  while  their  compa¬ 
nions  in  the  fame  fituation  were  recover¬ 
ing  daily  by  following  a  reafonable  regi* 
men. 

He  likewife  urges  the  necefiity  of  the 
fame  fevere  treatment*  where  the  difeafe 
lies  out  of  the  courfe  of  circulation, 
among  the  bones,  and  therefore  out  of 
the  reach  of  mercury*  In  that  cafe,  he 
allows  his  patient  nothing  but  bifcuit  and 
raifins  for  food,  with  decodtions  of  guaia*^ 
cum  for  drink ;  whereas,  in  our  days* 
even  when  mercury  fails,  ftrong  decoc¬ 
tions  of  farfaparilla,  without  confinement 
or  any  particular  regimen,  produce,  as 
We  have  proved  elfewhere,  a  fpeedy,  fafe* 
and  pleafant  cure.  I  have  the  moft  evi^ 
dent  proofs  that  fmall  exfoliations,  not 
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extending  fo  far  as  the  futures  which  mark 
the  boundaries  of  the  fmall  bones  of  the 
face*  are  thrown  oft  by  ftrong  decoctions 
of  farfa ;  though  this  fact  is  very  pofitively 
contradicted  by  our  illuftrious  author. 

The  writer  on  this  fubjeCt,  who,  of  all 
that  have  yet  treated  it,  feems  beyond 
comparifon  to  have  underftood  it  belt,  is 
Dr.  Aftruc.  If  the  ,  following  fhort  re¬ 
marks  on  his  work  are  found  juftified  by 
faCts'i  the  candid  reader  will,  I  truft,  for¬ 
give  a  freedom,  which  nothing  but  thole 
faCts  could  have  induced  me  to  take  with 
fo  able  a  profelTor. 

His  notion  that  a  gonorrhoea  never  ter¬ 
minates  in  a  pox,  provided  the  matter 
loaded  with  the  venereal  contagion  is 
freely  and  copioufly  difcharged,  tends  to 
prevent  the  attention  that  is  neceffary  for 
eradicating  the  whole  infection  ;  iince  we 
fee  every  day,  in  many  obftinate  gonor¬ 
rhoeas,  the  worft  confequences  arifing 

D  from 


from  the  leaft  neglect  in  profecuting  the 
antivenereal  courfe  to  its  full  length. 

Nor  does  he  appear  to  inculcate,  with 
fufficient  force,  the  neceffity  of  employing 
mercurials,  as  foon  as  the  double  infec¬ 
tion  is  difcovered ;  neither  can  I  find, 
that,  in  treating  the  gonorrhoea,  he  has 
determined  to  what  extent  they  muff  be 
ufed  for  curing  effectually  its  pocky  at¬ 
tendants. 

He  feems  not  fufficiently  aware  of  the 
rilk  the  patient  runs  of  getting  poxed  by 
ftrengthening  and  aflringent  medicines. 
But  perhaps  the  French  temperament  and 
climate  may  make  a  more  material  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  difeafe,  and  the  effects  of 
its  remedies,  than  I  have  had  accefs  to 
obferve  in  this  country. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  work,  he  has 
given  us  the  hiftory  of  particular  fymp- 

#  •  «  /  %  y 

toms  and  relics  of  this  difeafe,  that  no 
plan  with  which  he  was  acquainted  could 

remove ; 
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remove  5  fuch  as  certain  fwellings  in  the 

tefticles  which  do  not  yield  to  the  hydrar- 

gyrofis,  diftortion  of  the  penis,  nodes, 

ganglions,  tubercles,  exoftofes,  gummata, 

cancerous  appearances,  and  old  venereal 

fores,  ulcers  in  the  womb,  &c.  Yet 

we  know  afluredly,  that  all  thefe  may 

be  cured  by  fome  kinds  of  mineral 
' '  .  >■ 
waters,  flrong  decodions  of  farfa,  and 

hemlock,  outwardly  and  inwardly  applied. 

If  upon  the  faireft  trials,  frequently 
repeated,  I  had,  in  all  or  in  moft  vene¬ 
real  cafes,  found  fuccefs  from  the  folution 
of  corrofive  fublimate,  formerly  ufed  in 
this  country* ;  ufhered  in  afrefh  by  fuch  a 
mafter  in  medicine  as  Baron  Van  Swieten, 
and  fupported  by  his  difciples  at  Vienna, 
and  elfewhere*f*,  with  the  evidence  of  in¬ 
numerable  cures  regiflered  in  their  hofpi- 
talsj  as  performed  by  it ;  I  fhould  in  that 

*  Turner. 

f  Medical  Eflays  of  London. 
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cafe  have  probably  faved  the  world  and 
myfelf  the  trouble  of  thefe  fheets,  whereof 
one  main  intention  is,  if  poffible,  to  put  a 
flop,  in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  the  practice  of 
relying  on  this  corroiive  medicine  for  the 
cure  of  almoft  every  venereal  complaint, 
however  ferious,  and  however  much  the 
objedtof  the  more  momentous  and  ade¬ 
quate  antidote,  mercurial  ointment. 

Whether  its  failure  in  my  own  expe¬ 
rience,  or  under  the  careful  management 
of  many  gentlemen  in  the  profeffion,  of 
my  acquaintance,  was  owing  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  our  climate,  or  to  the  ftate  of  the 
juices  occafioned  by  fo  much  animal  food, 
or  to  the  want  of  fufficient  mercurial 
momentum  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity  of  the 
medicine  as  is  generally  ufed,  I  will  not 
take  tipon  me  to  fay  :  but  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  that  by  continuing  to  prefer  the 
mercurial  ointment  to  any  of  the  prepa¬ 
rations  of  mercury,  I  {hall  be  frequently 

employed 


(  21  ) 

employed  to  complete,  by  inundtion,  that 

cure  which  others  have  attempted  un- 

'  ♦ 

fuccefsfully  with  this  now  fo  faffiionable 
medicine ;  of  which  I  can  affirm  with 
certainty,  that  it  failed  very  often  in  the 
Britiffi  hofpitals  in  Germany,  as  well  as 
in  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  during  the  laft  war ; 
and  that  it  has  done  infinite  mifchief  in 
this  metropolis,  under  as  many  quackifh 

names  as  there  are  advertifements  in  the 

•  1 

news  papers  for  the  cure  of  the  complaint. 

From  thefe  few  obfervations  on  what 
is  advanced  by  fome  of  the  mold  cele¬ 
brated  writers  on  this  fubjedt,  I  appre¬ 
hend  it  appears,  that  the  charadteriftics 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  the  nature  of  the 

remedies,  and  the  fitted  time  of  applying 

/ 

them,  have  not  hitherto  been  generally- 
underftood  ;  and  therefore  it  is  hoped  the 
prefent  attempt  will  not  be  deemed  unne- 
ceffary.  I  am  fure  my  end  will  be  gained, 
if,  by  communicating  information  to  fome, 

and 


(  22  ) 


and  calling  forth  the  experience  of  others, 
in  fo  important  a  branch  of  the  healing 
art,  I  may  contribute  any  thing  to  the 
welfare  of  mankind. 


SECTION  II. 


On  the  different  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhoea . 
HE  period  at  which  the  venereal 


infection  was  brought  from  the 
Weft  Indies  into  Europe  is  fufficiently 
afcertained,  and  the  rapidity  with  which, 
under  different  fliapes,  it  foon  after  fpread 
over  the  reft  of  the  world,  is  commonly 
known.  Without  dwelling  on  circum-* 
ftances  fo  little  interefting  at  this  time, 
we  will  go  on  to  trace  the  difeafe  from 
its  fimpleft  appearances  to  its  more  corn-* 
plicated  forms,  and  endeavour  to  eftablifh 
fuch  rules  as  fhall  at  once  determine 
its  peculiar  qualities,  and  point  out 
the  remedies,  together  with  the  regi¬ 


men. 
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men,  requilite  for  the  cure  of  its  various 
itages. 

It  has  been  frequently  afferted,  that 
the  divifion  of  the  clap  and  pox  into  their 
different  fpecies  is  of  little  or  no  ufe. 
But  if  it  is  not  known  how  far  the  dif- 

eafe  has  got  into  the  genitals  in  the  gonor- 

« 

rhcea,  or  into  the  habit  in  the  lues  vene^ 
rea,  I  fee  not  how  the  indications  of  cure 
can  be  fo  clearly  difcovered.  If  therefore 
we  can  make  the  divifion  in  queftion  fuf- 
ficiently  intelligible  to  a  fenfible  reader, 
though  no  anatomift,  and,  by  afcertaining 
the  exafl:  ilate  of  the  diftemper,  can  ex¬ 
plain  its  proper  treatment  through  its 
feveral  ftages,  we  fhall  have  the  pleafure 
of  contributing  to  the  comfort  of  every 
one  who  wifhes  to  know  whether  he 
has  obtained  a  complete  cure,  or  if  not* 
whether  he  is  in  the  way  to  it. 

A  man  in  perfedt  health  paffes,  by  his 
urethra,  urine  and  femen  only,  or  perhaps 

now 
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now  and  then  a  little  of  that  tranfparerrt 
mucus  which  lubricates  the  paffage.  -■  The 
parts  compofmg  this  paffage,  continued 
all  the  way  up  to  the  neck  of  the  blad^- 
der,  are  the  general  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
If  by  manuftupration,  or  early  venery,  he 
has  weakened  the  feminal  organs,  he  then 
often  paffes  the  feed  before  it  is  properly 
concodted  or  exalted,  which  debilitates 
the  whole  body,  but  more  particularly 
the  nervous  fyftem.'  This  is  called  Tabes 
Dorfalis ;  an  evil  more  dreadful  in  its 
confequences  than  the  moft  virulent  go¬ 
norrhoea,  and  often  producing  tremors, 
palfies,  melancholy,  and  madnefs.  *  Tali 
c  tabe  laborantes  ccelibes  vivant,  nifi  prius* 
c  hasredes  gignendi  facultatem  experti  fint, 
c  ne  nihil  praater  nothos  et  ingentem  mife- 
c  riam  matrimonium  fequatur.”  I  write 
as  a  furgeon,  not  as  a  cafuift.  Of  this 
gonorrhoea  we  profefs  not  to  fpeak* 

.  . .  ,  The 
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The  moil  Ample  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea* 
contracted  by  infection,  is  difcerned  by  a 
difcharge  from  the  urethra,  marking  the 

•  ,  i 

linen  with  an  ichorous  kind  of  flam  j  in 
the  middle  of  which  there  is  commonly 
perceived  a  yellow  or  greenifh  coloured 
pus,  about  the  fize  of  a  pin’s  head,  toge¬ 
ther  with,  now  and  then,  a  tingle  drop  of 
the  fame  fort  lodged  in  the  point  of 

the  urethra ;  and  this  attended  with  a 

v  » 

fcalding  heat  in  the  water,  but  without 
cordee,  or  any  other  violent  fymptom. 

When,  fome  days  after  the  know- 
ledge  of  a  perfon  infedied,  there  ap¬ 
pears  an  inflammation  on  the  glans  penis, 
with  an  oozing  of  matter  from  behind 
the  nut,  from  the  internal  furface  of  the 
prepuce,  or  from  the  glans  penis,  but 
without  ulceration,  or  any  difcharge  from 
the  urethra  itfelf,  and,  on  being  touched 
by  the  urine,  conveying  the  fame  fort  of 

E  fen- 
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fenfation  which  we  call  heat  of  water ; 
this  may  be  ftyled  the  fecond  fpecies  of 
gonorrhoea. 

When,  on  preffing  the  nut  at  any 
time,  efpecially  in  the  morning,  there 
iflfues  from  the  urethra  a  quantity  of  pu¬ 
rulent  matter,  which  feems  to  come  from 
the  body  of  the  gland,  or  not  farther 
back  than  about  an  inch  from  the  orifice 
of  the  urethra ;  I  would  call  this  the 
third  fpecies.  As  it  is  the  mod:  common 
fort  of  any,  fo  it  is  ufually  of  long  con¬ 
tinuance. 

When  a  plentiful  difcharge  of  matter 
flows  into  the  whole  cavity  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  affedted 
Cowper’s  glands,  I  would  term  it  the 
fourth  fpecies  of  gonorrhoea. 

In  the  fifth,  the  matter  comes  all 
the  way  from  the  neck  of  the  bladder,, 
and  in  very  large  quantities,  attended 

with 
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with  continual  difficulty  in  making  wa¬ 
ter,  a  fetid  fine  11,  and  impofthumations 
outwardly  on  the  perinaeum,  and  ad 
anum. 

If  all  thefe  lymptoms  are  advanced  a 
ftage  higher,  fo  as  to  affeft  the  feminal 
vehcles,  and  to  produce  incontinency  of 
water,  or  an  incapacity  of  retaining  the 
feed,  it  has  been  conlidered  by  fome 
authors,  as  another,  and  the  laff  fpecies 
of  gonorrhoea. 

To  me  it  appears,  that  this  fort,  and 
the  two  immediately  preceding,  may  be 
properly  confidered  as  pocky  appearances, 
and  ought  certainly  at  once  to  be  treated 
as  fuch,  iince  they  will  not  yield  to  any 
medicine  merely  antiphlogiftic. 

ft  Zm.  i  V*  *  'f  '•  *  1  •  •  1  “  ' 

.  Having  thus  defcribed  the  different 

fpecies  of  gonorrhoea,  fo  as  to  enable 

-  < 

any  patient  of  ordinary  underftanding, 
to  difcover  with  exadtnefs  the  ftage  of 
his  diftemper,  I  now  proceed  to  point 

E  2  out 
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out  the  cure,  after  premifing  fbme  obfer- 
vations,  partly  for  the  fake  of  preventing 
miftakes,  and  partly  for  paving  the  way  to 
what  fhall  follow. 

SECTION  III. 

Neceffary  obfervations. 

IN  the  firft  place,  it  is  but  fair  to  ac-: 

knowledge,  that  where  there  is  viru¬ 
lence  in  the  gonorrhoea,  our  art  cannot 
cure  it  fpeedily,  and  effectually,  at  the 
fame  time.  Therefore  the  patient  fhould 
not  expeCt,  nor  the  phylician  promife  it. 
Unlefs  the  fevereft  regimen  is  obferved,  it 
will  often  run  out  to  two  or  three  months, 
and  in  forne  cafes  to  five  or  fix. 

In  the  next  place,  I  muft  take  the  li¬ 
berty  to  fay,  that  the  impropriety  of  efta^ 

4  ‘  , 

blifhing  infallible  maxims  never  appeared 
more  evident,  than  in  the  principal  one 
which  has  been  fo  frequently  laid  down 

oil 
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on  this  fubjedt ;  namely,  that  a  large  and 
continued  running,  kept  up  either  by 
medicines,  or  by  other  proper  methods. 
Is  the  greateft  prefervative  againft  a  clap's 
becoming  a  confirmed  pox ;  for,  if  the 
clap  be  of  a  bad  fort,  it  will  in  many 
cafes  become  a  pox,  by  trufting  to  that 
very  running ;  whereas,  by  the  feafonable 
Interpofition  of  mercury,  the  cure  might 
be  difpatched  time  enough  to  avoid  f© 
difagreeable  an  event.  There  are  many 
people  indeed,  who,  from  an  apprehenfion 
of  mercury's  producing  pernicious  effects 
on  the  conftitution,  will  fcarcely  confent 
to  the  ufe  of  it  at  all  in  what  they  call  a 
clap.  It  will  afterwards  appear  how  ill 
grounded  their  fears  are  on  this  head. 
The  maxim  above  mentioned  is,  I  con- 
fefs,  of  real  ufe,  when  it  fuperfedes  the 
neceffity  of  employing  aftringents  or  in- 
jedtions,  till  there  has  been  time  given  to 
remove  the  virulence,  or  when  it  prevents 


con- 
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confiding  in  thofe  whofe  boafted  expedi¬ 
tious  methods  of  treatment  are  calculated 
to  ruin,  not  to  fave. 

For  my  own  part,  I  hold  it  as  a  prin¬ 
ciple,  never  to  ufe  either  aftringents,  in¬ 
jections,  or  balfamics,  but  in  cafes  of 
extremity  ;  nor  even  then,  till  I  have,  by 
a  courfe  of  mercurial  inunCtions,  provided 
againft  all  the  ill  confequences  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  (fuppofing  it  to  prove  obftinate, 
and  the  running  to  continue  difcoloured) 
as  well  as  againft  any  retention  of  mor¬ 
bid  matter,  by  promoting  in  every  poflible 
way  a  free  difcharge  for  a  proper  time  ; 
and  let  me  add,  not  till  I  have  likewife 
tried,  without  effeCt,  every  method  to 
reftore  the  tone  both  of  the  part,  and  of 
the  habit,  in  the  manner  that  will  be 

1  '  '  .  ?  -V  _  * 

hereafter  explained. 

To  brifk  purgatives  in  this  diftemper 
I  am  utterly  averfe  ;  and  the  gentler  ones 
I  am  for  ufing  more  rarely  than  is  com¬ 
monly 
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monly  pradtifed.  In  truth,  I  generally 
fufpeCtlong  continued  difcharges,  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  produce  a  pox,  or  at  leaft  obftruc- 
tions  of  the  urethra,  which  laft  are  not 
curable  by  topical  applications  alone. 

During  the  whole  courfe  of  a  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  there  is  danger  of  its  being 
carried  into  the  habit,  by  every  thing  that 
flops  the  difcharge  before  the  infection  is 
removed.  The  difcharge  will  be  ftopt 
by  hurried  walks,  or  violent  exercife  of 
any  kind,  efpecially  on  horfeback ;  or  by 
ftrong  and  draftic  purges,  whether  com¬ 
mon  or  mercurial,  or  by  catching  cold, 
or  a  fever  fit,  while  under  a  purging 
courfe. 

It  deferves  particular  notice,  that  every 
thing  promoting  erections  of  the  penis 
increafes  inflammation,  fends  the  in¬ 
fection  further  back  into  the  urethra, 
keeps  up  the  difeafe,  and  often  fubjedts 
the  patient  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  a 

frefh 
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freili  antiphlogiftic  regimen  for  two  of 
three  weeks,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if 
the  cure  was  but  juft  begun.  Among 
the  caufes  of  fuch  erections,  may  be 
reckoned  chiefly  a  turtle  feaft*,  a  fifti 
diet,  hearty  dinners,  onions,  fpiceriesj'', 
high-feafoned  foods  of  every  fort,  fer¬ 
mented  liquors,  hot  fuppers,  women’s 

r  .  . 

company,  and  libidinous  converfation. 

*  m¥ 

*  1  have  riot  only  often  feen  thedifeafe  recur,  with 
all  the  fymptoms  of  its  hrft  ftage,  in  confequence  6f 
a  turtle  feaft  j  but  have  once  known  a  running,  with 
inflammation,  brought  on  by  the  fame  means,  in  a 
fober  married  man,  who  had  been  free  from  infedtic’n 
for  many  years :  at  lead  I  could  not  trace  it  to  any 
other  fource. 

f  i  am  informed  by  a  friend  lately  arrived  from  the 
iflands  of  Bourbon,  that,  having  one  day  put  a  par¬ 
cel  of  the  Cayenne  pepper  in  a  handkerchief  round  h is 
waift,  his  black  fervant  told  him,  it  would  give  him  the 

i 

clap.  He  had  not  feen  a  wotrian  for  eight  months 
before.  The  prophecy  was  fulfilled  in  a  day  or  two'; 
and  he  found  it  neceflary  to  be  cured  in  the  common 
way,  by  the  advice  of  a  furgeon  there,  who  faid  it 
was  a  very  ufual  effect  of  that  fpice  in  thofe  iflands. 
I  mention  this  only  as  matter  of  curiofity. 
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If  fever  a  ftrict  attention  to  ffegimen  is 
neceftary  in  any  difeafe,  it  is  certainly 
in  this*  where  the  infedion  is  recalled 
into  thfe  habit  by  every  deviation  in  point 
of  diet,  or  of  exercife. 


SECTION  IV. 
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On  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea . 

*  i 

^  |  H  E  generality  of  authors  are  agreed^ 
that  purging  is  the  remedy  for  the 
gonorrhea,  as  is  falivation  for  a  confirmed 
pox  :  but  it  has  not  been  explained  with 
fufficient  exadnefs*  when  the  firft  cannot 
anfvrer,  any  more  than  why  the  laft  often 
fails  ;  nor  whence  proceeds  the  inefficacy 
in  the  former  cafe,  or  what  refources  in 
both  cafes  are  ftill  left. 

If  the  procuring  from  two  to  four  ftools 
fevery  other  day,  for  the  firft  fourteen 
days,  and  the  fame  number  every  third 
day  during  the  fecond  fourteen  days,  does 

F  not* 
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not  considerably  diminish  the  running,  or 
change  the  yellow  or  yellowi£h-green 
matter  into  a  difcharge  more  feminal, 
ropy,  and  diluted  in  its  colour ;  I  Should 
not  hefitate  in  fuch  a  circumftance,  even 
though  the  cordee  or  heat  of  urine  were 
not  removed,  (and  they  will  fometimes 
remain  as  at  firft)  to  apply  fuch  a  prepa¬ 
ration  of  mercury,  as  I  thought  fafeft, 
and  fit  to  be  ufed  in  the  largeft  quantity. 
What  that  is,  will  be  determined  after^ 
wards. 

If  the  form  of  pills  is  preferred  by  th‘e 
patient  to  half  an  ounce  or  more  of  falls 
and  manna,  (of  each  equal  parts)  then 
from  ten  to  fifteen  grains  of  jalap  root, 
with  as  much  nitre,  mixed  up  into  pills 
of  the  common  fize,  will  probably  be  a 
proper  quantity  for  producing  the  defired 
effedt. 

Or,  if  the  form  of  an  eledtuary  is  yet 

more  agreeable,  the  following,  which  I 

% 

would 
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would  call  the  Eled.  Diafcna?,  will  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  that  is  to  be  obtained 
by  purging. 

R.  Ele£l:.  lenitiv.  drach.  vi. 

Pulv.  e  tragacanth.  comp.  unc.  f$, 

- fol.  fense  drach.  ii. 

- jalap,  drach.  ifs. 

Syrup,  rofar.  folutiv.  q.  f.  hat  ele&arium  ; 
cujus  capiat  q.  n.  m.  majoris  alterna  vel 
tertia  no<5te,  vel  pro  re  nata. 


If  infcead  of  fuch  a  courfe  you  purge 
daity,  what  is  the  confequence  ?  You 
keep  up  a  continual  irritation  on  the 
bladder,  by  the  tenefmus  attending  fre¬ 
quent  purging,  and  an  inclination  to 
make  water,  or  a  ftimulus  all  along  the 
urethra,  where  the  difeafe  fir  A:  lodges ; 
than  which  nothing  is  more  likely  to  pro¬ 
long  the  inflammation,  or  to  provoke  a 
gleet.  Now  all  this  is  prevented  by 
gentle  phyfic,  taken  every  fecond  or  third 
day  only. 


It  is  a  common  practice  to  be  perpe¬ 
tually  diluting  with  large  quantities  of 
fmall  drinks,  ptifans  with  nitre,  &c. 
When  the  pain  in  making  water  is  not 
extreme,  a  moderate  quantity  of  foften- 
ing  liquors,  fuch  as  milk  and  water,  wa¬ 
ter  gruel,  or  linleed  tea,  anfwers  the  pur- 

v 

pofe  much  better,  and  flows  off  with  lefs 
trouble,  and  fewer  calls  on  the  patient. 
An  attention  to  this  circumflance  will, 
befldes  preventing  much  pain,  forward 
the  cure  not  a  little. 

It  is  acknowledged,  that,  in  very  irri¬ 
table  or  fpafmodic  habits,  gum  arabic, 

and  fyrup  of  white  poppies,  are  always 

%  ■* 

ufeful,  and- fometimes  neceflary. 

As  to  nitre,  and  diuretics  in  general, 
my  objection  to  them  is  not  anfwered 
by  their  antiphlogiftic  effects,  while  the 
fame  effects  can  be  produced  hy  diluent 
and  foftening  drinks,  or  by  bleeding,  and 
abstinence  from  fleih,  and  from  wine. 
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fpirits,  or  fermented  liquors  of  any  fort  $ 
and,  above  all  the  reft,  fay  repofc.  By 
lepole,  I  mean  a  fedentary  life  during 

the  cure,  or  at  leaft  flow  motion,  either 

/  '  * 

on  foot,  or  in  an  eafy  carriage,  and  off 
the  ftreets. 

Wherever  pain  in  ere&ion,  or  heat  of 

•  • 

urine,  or  feverifh  fymptoms,  grow  to  any 
height,  bleeding  is  the  fovereign  remedy. 
In  reality,  it  fhould  be  ufed  in  all  ple¬ 
thoric  habits,  and  in  every  cafe  where  the 
pain  is  occafioned  by  exceftive  acrimony. 

A  trufs  for  the  fcrotum  ferves,  beyond 
any  thing,  to  keep  off  inflammation  in  the 
fpermatic  organs.  It  fhould  be  worn  from 
the  firft  appearance  of  the  difeafe,  till  it 
hap  ceafed  fame  weeks. 

From  what  has  been  faid  in  defcribing 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  gonorrhoea,  it 
will  eafiiy  be  difcovered,  where  the  anti- 

phlogiftic  plan  is  fucceeding,  where  exter- 

■* 

pal  applications  will  be  ufeful,  and  like- 

wife 
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wife  in  what  cafes  recourfe  mud  be  had 
to  the  great  fpecific. 

It  has  been  generally  believed,  that  the 
cure  of  the  clap  is  bed  promoted  by  what¬ 
ever  encourages  the  difcharge,  particularly 
by  brifk  purgatives  repeated  daily,  or  at 
lead  frequently.  If  by  fuch  are  meant 
refins  of  jalap,  and  fcammony,  pulp  of 
colocynth,  and  gamboge,  I  mud  difap-^ 
prove  of  their  ufe,  even  though  recom^ 
mended  by  a  Turner,  a  Sydenham,  or  a 
Boerhaave,  who  believed  that  the  putrid 
infection  was  carried  off  by  them  mod 
effectually.  It  feems  to  me,  that  they  can 
only  be  warrantable,  if  given  once  or 
twice  a  week,  and  this  in  robud  conditu-? 
tions ;  fince  they  always  heat  the  body 

Njf 

more  or  lefs,  hurt  the  domach,  inflame  the 
blood,  and  often  bring  on  a  drangury  or 
dyfury  in  a  great  degree,  fo  as  to  increafe 

the  difeafe  by  every  new  dofe ;  or  at  bed 

♦ 

they  produce  the  moft  tedious  gleets. 

•  r  When 
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When  writers  talk  of  fuling  the  hu¬ 


mours  by  fuch  purgatives,  I  would  afk 
what  they  mean.  Are  the  humours  fufed, 
when  fever  is  brought  on,  with  great  in¬ 
flammation,  fwelled  tefticles,  and  fizy 
blood  ?  Are  the  humours  fufed,  where 
the  running  is  ftopt,  and  the  virulence 
conveyed  into  the  courfe  of  circulation,  fo 


as  to  occafion  fpurious  buboes,  and  glan¬ 
dular  or  lymphatic  fwellings,  that  are 
fcarcely  to  be  refolved  by  flannel,  mercury, 
farfa,  or  hemlock  ? 


SECTION  V. 


Remarks  on  the  firjl  and fecond fpecies. 


HAT  -has  been'  now  offered  may 

J 


*  *  be  confidered  as  containing  gene¬ 
ral  rules  for  the  cure  of  the  gonorrhoea. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  to  fubjoin  fome  parti¬ 
cular  obfervations,  with  refpedt  to  the  firft 
and  fecond  fpecies,  as  before  defcribed. 


and 
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1 

and  diftingu iftied  ;  fince  they  belong  rfioft 
properly  to  this  ftage  of  the  diftemper, 
and  do  not  put  on  the  pocky  appearances 
which  are  often  aflumed  by  the  reft,  and 
which  require  on  that  account  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  management. 

•  # 

In  the  firft,  or  moft  firiiple  fpecies  of 
the  gonorrhoea,  a  few  dofes  of  falts  and 
manna  diffolved  in  whey,  and  taken  at  the 
interval  of  two  or  three  days,  with  quiet 
and  fober  living,  will  in  the  fpace  of  two 
or  three  weeks  produce  a  perfect  cure.'  If 
matters  muft  be  hurried,  injections  may 
perhaps  be  ufed  in  the  firft  fpecies  with¬ 
out  much  hazard ;  there  being  hardly 
* 

morbid  matter  in  fuch  quantity  as  to  break 
in  upon  the  habit.  In  this  cafe,  and  inr 
this  alone,  would  I  prefume  to  affirm, 
that  mercury  can  never  be  necefiary. 

In  the  fecond  fpecies,  where  fo  confider- 
able  a  part  of  the  difeafe  is  external,  fo¬ 
mentations  of  the  emollient  kind,  and 

poul- 


•  -  f  »  ■  J 

poultices  of  wheat-bread  and  milk,  fre¬ 
quently  renewed;  are  of  fenflble  be¬ 
nefit,  if  lifed  along  with  the  pitrga- 

tives,  &c.  before  prefcribed,  unlefs  where 
\ 

the  infection  is  caught  from  a  pocky 
patient,  as  happens  frequently  ;  in  which 
fcafe,  the  great  fpecific  becomes  abfolutely 
heceffarv. 

9 


SECTION  VI; 


General  remarks. 

,>■»  'f  «-  n 

IN  every  fpecies  of  the  clap,  where 

there  is  inflammation;  fomentations 

?  ■  .  , .  .  . 

and  poultices  are  ufeful,  fo  far  as  they 

abate  the  heat  and  tenfion,  preferve 
*  -- 
*  cleanlinefs;  or  promote  the  difcharge. 

When  the  cure  is  no  longer  dependent 

on  the  antiphlogiftic  method,  Dr.  Boer- 

haave  feems  to  reft  too  much  on  their 


operation. 


G 


Milt- 
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Milk  and  water  of  a  proper  warmth, 
in  a  half-pint  ftone  veffel,  in  which  the 
penis  can  be  foaked  twice  or  thrice  a  day, 
is  fufficient  for  the  general  purpofe  of 
fomentation. 

I  faid  before,  that  any  plan  of  medi- 
cine,  or  any  regimen,  exclulive  of  mer¬ 
cury,  will  not  effedt  what  I  plead  for, 
the  curing  fpeedily  the  virulent  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  where  it  has  been  of  long  land¬ 
ing,  or  has  got  far  back  into  the  ure¬ 
thra.  Inftead  therefore  of  expofing  the 
patient,  by  a  fevere  and  tedious  purging 
courfe,  to  the  hazard  of  a  fever,  and  its 
attendants,  viz.  a  checked  dilcharge,  and 
fwelled  tefticles,  or  perhaps  a  confirmed 
pox  ;  I  would  propofe  that,  as  foon  as 
there  is  a  remiffion  in  the  heat  of  water 
and  cordee,  the  inguina,  pudenda,  or 
thighs,  fliould  be  anointed  with  mercu¬ 
rial  ointment  as  defcribed  below,  or  the 
blue  or  Bellofte’s  pill  given  twice  a  week, 

con- 

-  *  ■*  -  i 
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conflicting  of  ten  grains  to  a  dofe,  and  in¬ 
termixed  with  the  purging  courfe  at  proper 
intervals.  The  confequence  of  this  treat¬ 
ment  will  be  a  fpeedy  amendment  of  the 
colour,  and  abatement  of  the  difcharee,  as 
well  as  of  all  the  fymptoms,  till  they 
totally  ceafe. 

By  ajudicious  combination  of  the  above 
methods,  it  is  propofed  to  remedy  effec¬ 
tually  all  the  difficulties  common  in  the 


fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  fpecies  of  the 
gonorrhcea. 


SECTION  VII. 


Of  the  fwelled  tefiicle . 

'  T  i 

HE  fwelled  tefiicle  I  mentioned  in 
the  firil  fedlion  as  a  circumflance 


peculiarly  difagreeable.  I  have  already 


obferved,  that  it  is  generally  produced 
by  daily  and  repeated  draflic  purging,  by 
being  expofed  to  cold  during  the  courfe, 


G  2 


or 


t 
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or  by  living  too  freely,  and  taking  toq 
much  exercife  in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  dif- 

eafe.  When  I  hint  at  the  inflammation 

•  '  •  *  ?  • 

brought  on  in  fuch  cafes,  I  would  be  un- 
derftood  to  comprehend  not  only  that 
affedting  the  tefticle  itfelf,  but  its  appen¬ 
dages,  the  epididymis,  fpermatic  cord, 
vafa  deferentia,  &c.  which,  without  the 
ftridieft  attention,  end  in  farcocele,  fuppu- 
ration,  hydrocele,  fcirrhus,  and  cancer. 

In  the  inflammatory  ftage,  every  one  is 
agreed  as  to  the  propriety  of  bleedings, 
repeated  according  to  circumftances,  and 
likewife  as  to  the  utility  of  fomentations, 

with  an  antiphlogiftic  regimen  of  the  fe- 

*  \  ‘  • r  .  "  *•  '  > 

vereft  fort ;  that  is,  abftinence  from  meat, 

*  ' 

4  >.  »  « 

and  even  broths,  as  weft  as  from  all  fer- 
mented  liquors,  excepting  fmall  beer. 
Where  there  is  fizy  blood,  this  is  ftill 
abfolutely  neceflfary. 

Dr.  Sydenham,  and  many  of  our  beft 
furgeons,  talk  much  of  poultices  of  bean 

flower* 
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flower,  litharge  with  vinegar,  &c.  But 
thefe  render  the  folution  of  the  inflamed 

part  more  difficult ;  and,  what  is  much 

> 

worfe,  produce  fuch  a  fcirrhus  in  the 
tefticle,  or  its  appendages,  as  is  not  to 
be  refolved. 

Poultices  of  bread  and  milk,  with 
linfeed  flower,  white  lily  roots,  fenu¬ 
greek  feed,  &c.  are  better  calculated  to 
promote  the  folution  of  the  difeafe,  by  a 
difcharge  from  the  urethra  of  the  ob- 
ftrudting,  and  perhaps  virulent,  matter. 
This  is  much  the  readied  way  of  clearing 
the  tefticle  perfectly,  without  which  there 
frequently  remains  an  unconquerablegleet. 
So  long  therefore  as  any  hardnefs  conti¬ 
nues  in  the  tefticle,  or  in  the  fpermatic 
yeflels,  efpecially  in  the  vas  deferens,  fo 
long  the  tefticle  muff:  be  conffdered  as  a 
difeafed  body,  and  cqnfequently  fubjedt 
to  relapfes. 

V  •*  4 


The 
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The  generality  of  writers  have  been 

i 

extremely  deficient  in  not  marking,  with 
fufiicient  accuracy,  the  mifchiefs  arifing 

*  *  »  •“  •  /  -f  I  KjJ,' 

from  the  leaft  neglect  in  this  particular. 

If  at  any  time  I  find  it  impracticable  to 
clear  the  tefticle,  by  the  antiphlogiftie 
regimen  now  pointed  out,  and  extended 
according  to  circumftances,  I  am  never 

r  “  * 

latisfied,  till  I  have  led  the  patient  through 
fuch  an  antivenereal  courfe,  as  fhall  en- 
fure  him  againft  any  future  uneafinefs 
from  that  quarter. 

Befides  rubbing  mercury  on  the  part 
(if  free  from  pain)  or  on  the  inguina  and 
thighs,  I  keep  the  tefticle  always  fuf- 
pended  with  a  bag  trufs,  and  confine  the 
patient  to  bed,  for  five  or  fix  weeks  if 
neceffary,  fomenting  the  part  with  hem¬ 
lock,  and  plying  him  inwardly  with  lbrong 

«r 

A 

decodtions  of  farfa,  bardana,  and  extraCI 
of  hemlock ;  not  forgetting,  all  the  while, 
to  carry  the  mercurial  undions  to  their 
full  extent.  I 


<* 
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I  cannot  forbear  taking  notice  here  of 
the  lingular  ufe  I  have  found  in  hemlock 
outwardly  applied,  as  well  as  inwardly 

given  ;  particularly  in  the  cafe  of  B - , 

whofe  tefticles  had  been  both  condemned 

'  ‘  V  ■ 

to  the  knife.  A  fcirrholity,  accompany¬ 
ing  the  hydrocele  in  each,  and  left  by  the 
operation,  did  ftill  remain,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  proper  mercurial  courfe,  and  an 
ample  difcharge  by  the  digeftion,  till  dif- 
folved  by  hemlock. 

By  fuch  methods  I  have  cured  difeafed 
tefticles  of  two  or  three  years  Handing, 

even  when  ulcerated,  and  where  the  fcft- 

% 

rhus  had  begun  to  be  affected  with  prick¬ 
ing  and  lancing  pains. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  fwellings  of  long 
continuance,  which  occalion  the  vafa  de- 
ferentia  to  be  knotted  like  a  firing  of 
beads,  are  of  very  difficult  refolution. 
Such  a  ftate  requires  a  fupine  pofture  for 
the  tedious  fpace  of  fix  weeks,  or  perhaps 

more. 
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more,  as  well  as  a  purulent  or  gleety  dif- 

*  ■*  /  *  ^ 

charge  from  the  urethra,  beftdes  the  re- 

.  * 

fourceS  above  named. 

.  4 

Surely  then,  where  copious  difcharges 
from  the  urethra  prove  fo  ufeful,  the  in¬ 
terrupting  them  by  drying  rriediciries; 
aftringent  applications,  arid  injections; 
tannot  fail  in  many  cafes  to  produce  irre¬ 
mediable  evils.- 


SECTION  fill.  .  ' 

Of  gleets . 

THIS  is  a  .word  in  every  one’s? 

mouth,  and  made  ufe  of  by  mariy 

•  * 

to  cloak  their  ignorance  with  regard  to 

1  '  f  — 

the  real  caufe  which  fo  often  renders  the 
difeafe  obftinate,  as  well  as  with  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  proper  method  of  removing  it. 

When  the  running  continues  beyond 
three  weeks  or  a  month,  whether  ftill 
difcoloured,  or  become  clear  and  ropy; 
,  it 
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it  is  called  a  Gleet,  and  mull  be  attacked 
with  aggliitinants,  balfamics,  andaitrin- 
gents,  in  every  fhape. 

If  the  difeafe  is  ripe  for  fdch  medicines; 
it  will  flop  by  the  ufe  of  fome  one  or 
other  of  the  clafs  juft  mentioned,  or  ever! 
by  abftaining  totally  from  purging. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  matter  is  not 
ropy,  but  continues  fhort  like  melted  tal¬ 
low;  and  the  infection  is  fiill  lurking  in 
the  part  $  fucll  medicines  will  indeed  often 
put  a  flop  to  the  gleet,  as  it  is  called,  and 
produce  a  confirmed  pox.  Almofi:  every 
one  knows  this  to  be  a  fact ;  but  how  to 
prevent  the  bad  effects  of  fuch  a  procefs; 
is  known  only  to  few. 

It  frequently  happens,  that  the  dif- 
charge  continues  for  many  months,  in 
fpite  of  every  attempt  by  medicines  given 
inwardly,  as  well  as  by  injections.  This 

is  the  great  difficulty,  and  requires  a  more 

*  < 

-  H  par- 
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particular  attention,  as  it  is  fo  common 
an  evil. 

To  crufli  it  in  the  bud,  I  would  advife 
every  young  furgeon,  at  his  firft  vifits,  to 
inform  himfelf  exactly  as  to  the  time 
when  the  running  firft  began,  and  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  attended  with  fymptoms  of 
cordee,  heat  of  water,  &c.  or  whether  it 
is  fuppofed  to  have  arifen  from  any  former 
infection  reappearing  upon  exercife,  freer 
living,  &c.  and  if  fo,  to  learn  every  cir- 
cumftance  of  that  infection,  of  its  dura¬ 
tion,  and  former  treatment.  He  fhould 
likewife  fee  the  ftream  in  which  the  urine 
flows,  whether  large,  fmall,  or  fcattered, 
in  order  to  be  acquainted  with  the  exaCt 
ftate  of  the  paflage ;  for  he  may  be  fure, 
that  old  complaints  there,  lengthened  out 
by  the  nature  of  the  infection,  by  the  par¬ 
ticular  habit  of  body,  or  by  unfkilful  ma¬ 
nagement,  muft  have  more  or  lefs  afteCted 
the -urethra,  by  contracting  its  diameter,  or 

filling 


filling  it  with  caruncles,  which  are  very 
fenfible  to  the  touch  of  the  bougie,  though 
feldom  feen  upon  diffe&ion,  at  lead:  as 
anatomifts  affirm. 

If  the  difchargc  has  manifeftly  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  frefli  clap,  attended  with  in¬ 
flammatory  fymptoms,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  examine  the  urethra  with  a 
bougie,  when,  although  your  method  of 
cure  may  have  removed  the  inflammation, 
it  has  yet  not  carried  off  the  gleet.  In  that 
cafe,  it  will  help  to  fave  your  own  credit, 
as  well  as  prevent  much  anxiety  to  your 
patient,  if  you  examine  whether  its  obfti- 

#  i 

nacy  be  occafioned  by  any  local  complaint 
in  the  urethra.  If  the  bougie  pafies  freely, 

A 

you  will  do  well  to  fet  about  the  cure  by  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercury  rubbed  on. 

This  quantity  can,  I  think,  be  aicer- 
tained  only  by  the  change  brought  upon 
the  matter,  in  refpedt  of  its  colour  or  con- 

H  2  fiftence* 

*  ■  ... 


fiftence.  Where  fuch  change  does  not 
take  place,  as  will  fome times  happen, 
I  rub  on  three  or  four  ounces,  fo  as 
fcarcely  to  leave  the  poflibility  of  a  pocky 
caufe  remaining. 

How  many  obftinate  gleets  of  two, 

; 

three,  or  four  years  flanding,  have  we  feen 

\  * 

effectually  cured  by  a  mercurial  inunCtion, 
when  almoft  every  other  medicine  had 
been  tried  in  vain  !  W ere  we  dilpofed  to 
fpeculate,  we  fhould  fay,  that  in  thefq 
cafes  an  internal  chancre  had  kept  up  the 
difcharge,  and  that  the  difcharge  had  p re¬ 
fer  ved  the  body  in  fuch  a  ftate,  as  not 
to  be  greatly  hurt  by  the  continuance  of 
the  diftemper. 

'"***.  J  (. 

Should  the  feat  pf  the  difeafe,  or  of 
the  ulcer,  lie  about  the  proftate  gland, 

*  '  *”  *  ■  *  j 

pallofities  will  be  felt  pretty  diftindtly 
near  the  anus,  on  the  raphe  or  the  pe- 
rinaeum,  and  generally  attended  with  a 

ftrangury.  To  determine  with  precifioi} 

<.  * 

the 
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the  place  where  thefe  ulcers  or  chancres 
are  formed,  I  know  not  any  fuch  proper 
method,  next  to  that  of  uling  a  bougie  or 
a  probe  bent  like  a  catheter,  as  deliring 
the  patient,  while  he  is  making  water,  to 
preis  all  along  the  urinary  canal  with  his 
finger,  till  he  comes  to  that  point  where 
the  water  in  paffing  occafions  moil  pain  $ 
for  there  probably  the  carnolities,  fears, 
or  ftridtures,  are  formed.  To  this  point 
(after  a  thorough  courfe  of  undtion  on 
the  thighs)  diredt  fri&ions,  gummous, 
and  refinous,  or  emollient  applications 
outwardly,  and  bougies  inwardly  ufed 
with  judgment  and  perfeverance. 

By  thefe  means,  the  paffage  will  in 
moft  cafes  be  again  cleared,  at  leaft  to  a 
tolerable  degree ;  the  habit  will  be  redti^ 

i 

fie d,  and  the  gleet  dried  up. 

x  *  ■«.  -  -  >  \  *  • .  * 
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SECTION  IX. 


Of  bougies . 


ABOUT  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth 
century,  the  nature  of  obflruc- 
tions  in  the  urethra  began  to  be  under- 
flood,  and  treated  with  fuccefs  by  both 
regulars  and  empirics.  Of  the  ingredi¬ 
ents  whereof  bougies  were  compofed  wre 
have  feveral  formulas  in  the  books  of  that 
age,  and  their  utility  has  been  proved 
in  every  fucceeding  period. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  fuppofed,  that  an 
eminent  writer  on  the  maladies  of  the 
urethra  poffeffed  a  compofition  of  greater 
efficacy  than  any  ufed  by  other  furgeons ; 
and  his  extraordinary  fuccefs  has  been 
afcribed  by  the  public  to  the  peculiar 
properties  of  his  bougies.  Almoft  all  the 
prefent  writers  contend,  that  the  common 
bougie  is  as  good  as  Mr.  Daran’s.  But 

I  muft 
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I  mu  ft  needs  fay,  that  his  method  of  ap¬ 
plying  them  feems  much  better  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  complaint,  than  any 
other  generally  known.  Who  in  this 
country,  for  example,  perfeveres  in  their 
life  with  fuch  affiduity  as  that  gentleman  ; 
befides  the  flight  of  hand  in  introducing 
them,  wThich  he  has  acquired  from  having- 
made  it  the  ftudy  of  his  life  ?  What 
furgeon  but  himfelf  pafies  them  twice  or 
thrice  a  day,  confines  his  patients  to  their 
couch,  vifits  them  at  a  ftated  hour,  reeu'- 

7  o 

lates  every  meal  and  every  cup  of  drink, 
increafes  and  diminifhes  the  fize  of  the 
bougie,  changes  thb  application  accord¬ 
ing  to  circumftances,  fixes  their  opera¬ 
tion  on  the  difeafed  part  fo  nicely,  or,  by 
fuch  extenfive  acquaintance  with  the  prin¬ 
cipal  difficulties  of  this  kind  throughout 
Europe,  knows  how  to  remedy  them  ? 
In  fhort,  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that 
Mr.  Daran  is  entitled  to  fuperior  fuccefs 

by 
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by  fiiperior  merit  *  at  the  fame  time  thal 
I  acknowledge,  he  gives  the  whole  a 

■f 

myfterious  air*  which  favours  more  of 
quackery  than  of  found  theory,  or  en¬ 
lightened  practice. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  difcover  why 
Dr.  Aftruc  prefers  the  leaden  bougies  to 
the  common  fort,  or  why  he  reprefents 
the  laft,  of  which  we  all  know  fo  much 
good,  as  ineffectual. 

I  cannot  leave  the  article  of  bougies; 
without  mentioning  a  cafe  I  lately  met 
with,  of  a  kind  of  impotence  ariling  from 
a  ftriCture  very  near  the  glans  penis  ; 
where  it  occurred  to  me,  that  an  obftruc- 
tion  fo  near  the  point  might,  on  attempt¬ 
ing  coition,  affeCt  the  feminal  veficles  fo 
fenfibly  as  always  to  occanon  the  fern  eh 
being  thrown  off,  ante  veftibulum  orci : 
and  fo  it  was  in  faCt ;  for,  by  the  ufe  of 
the  bougies,  the  obftruCtion  was  fpeedily 
removed.  I  was  told  by  my  patient’s’ 

wife/ 

,  *  / 
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tvite,  that  1  had  been  of  great  fervice* 
and  that,  if  her  hufband  had  applied  to 
me  fooner,  he  might  have  been  cured 
long  ago.  The  good  woman  lies  in  at 
this  time; 

♦  * 

r  r  -  r-\  r  /  *  r 

w  *  &  *  «  ;  J  i  ..  i  >■  sj  •  '  .  ,  v  j  l 

SECTION  X. 
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Of  buboes .  ? 

A  •  "V  » 

\  ylfUCH  has  been  written  about  ve4 
•*“  *  nereal  buboes,  enough  to  con¬ 
found  even  thofe  who  are  not  beginners. 
The  following  fadts  concerning  them  are 
true,  and  may  I  hope  be  ufeful  to  explain 
the  difficulties  that  occur  on  this  part  of 
the  fiibjedt. 

Buboes  appear  fmgly,  as  well  as  accom¬ 
panied  with  other  venereal  fymptoms. 
Before  they  come  to  maturity,  the  pa¬ 
tient  is  generally  oppreffed  about  the  pras- 
cordia  ;  which  does  not,  I  think,  happen 
in  any  degree  of  comparifon,  under  any 

l  other 
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other  circumftance  of  the  pox.  As  foon 
as  the  matter  flows  off,  the  patient  is 
greatly  relieved,  though  they  do  not  heal 
without  a  relap fe,  (even  where  they  have 
not  appeared,  till'  after  the  venereal  courfe 
has  been  thought  complete)  unlefs  indeed 
they  are  aflifted  by  perfevering  in  that 
courfe,  or  by  mercurial  alteratives. 

The  French  practice  of  repelling  bu¬ 
boes  and  purging  them  off,  I  have  not 
found  to  anfwer,  though  tried  with  the 
utmofl:  care.  Rubbing  the  mercurial 
ointment  on  the  bubo  itfelf,  ferves  only 
to  repel  the  difeafe  into  the  habit,  let  the 
quantity  rubbed  on  be  ever  fo  proper. 
Ulcers  in  the  throat,  or  foul  bones,  are 
often  the  immediate  confequence.  And 
here,  once  for  all,  I  declare  loudly  againfl: 
every  mercurial  application  to  the  difeafed 
or  ulcerated  part,  in  every  venereal  cafe; 
till  the  general  habit  is  thoroughly  recti¬ 
fied  by  a  proper  courfe. 


If 
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If  the  bubo  is  not  from  its  firft  appear¬ 
ance  attended  with  confiderable  pain,  its 
fuppuration  will .  advance  flowly ;  and 
therefore  the  patient  fhould  not  wait  for 
it,  but  immediately  fet  about  his  cure 
with  mercurials,  and  fuffer  the  bubo  to 
take  its  chance  :  other  wife  he  may  in- 

j 

creafe  his  difeafe  by  a  digefiive  regimen , 
aud  give  it  time  to  fpread  by  delaying 
the  ufe  of  the  fpecific.  The  whole  fliould 
be  allowed  to  ripen,  before  it  is  opened. 
Provided  the  blood  be  otherwife  in  a  good 
ftate,  it  will  foon  heal,  and  fill  up,  even 

y 

if  opened  only  by  a  longitudinal  incifion, 
without  torturing  the  edges  with  the 
knife,  or  deftroying  them  by  cauftic  ap¬ 
plications. 

If  the  blood  and  juices  be  tainted  with 
afcorbutic,  fcrophulous,  orcancerous  qua¬ 
lity,  the  fore  will  not  foon  look  kind¬ 
ly,  whether  treated  in  the  way  of  any 
outward  application,  or  of  any  internal 

I  %  courfe. 
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courfe.  In  the  fcorbutic  and  ferophulous 
/late,  antifcorbutics,  flrengtheners,  and 
open  air,  will  mend  the  appearances  and 
heal  the  fores,  if  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
mercury  has  been  like  wife  ufed.  It  is  in 
the  cafe  of  fcrophula  chiefly,  that  mer¬ 
cury  does  moil  mifehief,  notwithftanding 
,what  the  celebrated  Ballonius  fays  of  its 
virtues  in  the  flruma. 

x  ’  r  '  ■  .  , 

I  have  never  met  with  any  incurably 
.cancerous  buboes.  They  have  indeed 
often  gone  on  for  many  months ;  but  they 
have  always  difappeared,  as  the  habit 
mended.  Of  late  years  at  leafl:*  opium 
given  inwardly,  and  preparations  of  hem¬ 
lock  both  outwardly  and  inwardly  admi-r 
niftered,  have,  with  the  ailiitance  of 
country  air  and  a  heartier  diet,  hardly  ever 
failed  to  promote  a  digeftion,  and  efFedt 
a  cure  in  a  reafonable  time.  To  fay  the 
truth,  I  have,  in  many  cafes  where  I 
pould  give  no  relief  by  other  means,  ex- 
r>  1  pericn  ced 
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perienced  fuch  frequent  good  effects  of 
Storck’s  hemlock,  and  aconite  medicines, 
as  convince  me,  that  there  has  been  fome 
want  of  candour  in  crying  them  down  fo 
ftrongly  without  fairer  trials.  I  have, 
for  fome  years  paft,  given  above  ten 
pound  weight  of  the  extrad  of  cicuta  an¬ 
nually,  in  which  time,  it  is  certain  I  have 
both  frequently  fucceeded,  and  frequently 
failed.  I  have  failed  however  feldomer 
In  mending  the  face  of  cacoethic  fores, 
than  in  any  other  circumftance. 

SECTION  XI. 

f  • 

chancres . 

•V  tf 

WHERE  there  is  not  venereal  virus 
fufficient  to  produce  any  other 
fymptom  but  a  chancre  on  the  prsputium, 
pr  glans  penis,  I  confider  the  cafe  as  the 
moft  fimple  fpecies  of  pox,  but  yet  hard¬ 
ly  ever,  perhaps  I  ihould  fay  never,  to 
*  be 


t 
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be  cured  radically,  without  a  mercurial 
courfe.  A  plentiful  difeharge  from  the 
chancre,  promoted  by  emollient  and  de¬ 
tergent  applications,  if  not  of  the  mercu- 
rial  kind  will,  no  doubt,  forward  the 
cure  confiderably :  but  I  am  forced  to 
differ  from  Dr.  Boerhaave  and  others, 
when  they  fuppofe  the  appearance  in 
queftion  to  be  a  local  complaint  only,  and 
fuch  as  may  he  cured  by  external  applica¬ 
tions.  Let  it  be  added,  that  every  mer¬ 
curial  application  to  the  chancre  itfelf, 
whether  in  the  fhape  of  ointment,  or  of 
mercury  in  folutis  principiis,  as  the  che- 

t 

mifts  affedt  to  call  it,  will  for  the  mod: 
part  only  hide  the  difeafe,  or  drive  it  to 
the  inguinal  and  axillary  glands,  to  the 
tonfils,  or  even  to  the  bones  themfelves, 
unlefs  a  complete  antivenereal  courfe  be 
purfued ;  and  yet  nothing  is  more  com¬ 
mon  than  dreffing  the  chancre  with  every 
fpecies  of  mercurial  dreffings.  Nor  is 

any 


any  pradice  more  ufual  than  the  putting 
fuch  a  patient  oil  a  courfe  of  purgatives 
with  mercurials  intermixed ;  which  me¬ 
thod  often  produces  a  running  from  the 

V 

urethra,  and  tranflates  the  chancre  to  its 
internal  furface.  No  fooneris  this  effed- 
ed,  than  it  paffes  for  a  gleet  only,  and 
the  chancre  is  forgot ;  turpentines  and 
other  balfamics  are  prefcribed,  the  run¬ 
ning  ftops,  and  the  furgeon,  who  ads  on 
fuch  a  plan,  takes  his  leave.  Obferve 
the  confequence  :  On  the  firft  -debauch, 
or  violent  exercife,  the  gleet  returns  ;  and 
if  the  unhappy  patient  has  been  again 
living  at  large,  the  running  is  conlidered 
as  a  frefh  infedion ;  at  beft  he  is  put  on  a 
purging  courfe  for  twenty  or  thirty  days, 
without  any  change  on  the  colour  of  the 
difcharge,  or  diminution  in  its  quantity  ; 
and  after  fix  weeks  it  is  referred  to  a  for¬ 
mer  taint,  and  the  fame  cruel  game  is 
played  with  the  conftitution,  which  with¬ 


out 
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out  the  ftrength  of  a  Hercules,  the  pa- 
tience  of  a  Job,  and  the  affiftance  of  a 
matter  in  the  profeffion,  ends  in  an  incu¬ 
rable  gleet,  or  leaves  the  urethra  in  a 
chancrous  ftate,  full  of  ftridures  and 
carnofities. 

« 

,  „  *  4,  .  •  t  f 

S  E  C  T  I  O  N  XII. 

'  j,  *  ,  J  -•  ‘  •  ^  .1 ,.l  I  ' 

Of  other  pocky  fympto?ns* 

AFTER  what  has  been  already  faiJ 
on  the  nature  of  venereal  infedion* 
and  the  method  of  treating  it  in  the  cir- 
cumftances  above  ftated,  it  will  gene¬ 
rally  be  underflood  how  to  apply  the 
doctrine  to  all  the  other  appearances  of 
the  difeafe,  however  multiplied.  But  let 
it  be  ftill  remembered,  that  the  more  nu¬ 
merous  the  marks  of  infedion  are,  the 
more  neceffary  it  will’  be  to  attend*  to 
the  quality  of  the  confutation,  to  the 

quan* 
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quantity  of  mercury  requifite,  and  the, 
regimen  adapted  to  both. 

It  will  naturally  be  afked  here.  Does 
the  whole  cure  then  confift  in  ufing  a 
proper  quantity  of  mercurial  ointment, 
with  a  proper  attention  to  tliofe  few 
circumflances  ?  I  anfwer,  that,  where 
the  body  is  otherwife  in  perfedl  health, 
it  generally  does ;  not  elfe.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  a  man  catches  the  difeafe  after  a 
long  fea  voyage,  or  a  fevere  campaign  : 
in  this  cafe,  though  perhaps  to  outward 
appearance  all  looks  well,  the  blood  is 
yet  often  fo  much  diitempered,  that  the 
fymptoms  foon  grow  untoward,  or  {hew 
themfelves  obftinate,  and  the  patient  is 
broke  down>  before  you  are  aware.  Or 
fuppofe  he  has  got  a  clap  only ;  the  heat 
of  urine  continues  beyond  the  ufual  period, 
the  erections  are  frequently  intolerable, 
the  cordee  remains  for  weeks  together,, 
erofions  behind  the  glans  penis  make  their 

K  appear- 
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appearance,  and  this  fo  equivocal  that 
you  can  fcarce  fay  to  what  degree  the 
infection  is  advanced,  and  neither  pur¬ 
ging  nor  mercurials  are  effectual,  fo  as 
greatly  to  perplex  the  patient,  and  per¬ 
haps  not  a  little  to  puzzle  the  phyfician. 

If  it  happens  to  be  the  pox,  and  the 
chancres  cannot  be  brought  to  a  kindly 
difcharge,  but  on  the  contrary  fpread  and 
inflame,  the  bubo  will  neither  fuppurate, 
nor  can  it  be  healed ;  and  if  the  difeafe  by 
negleCt,  or  by  the  malignity  of  the  in¬ 
fection,  becomes  more  complicated,  and 
lefs  governable,  the  ufual  treatment  fails. 
The  fame  thing  takes  place,  to  a  greater  or 
lefs  degree,  in  a  fcrophulous  or  cancerous 
habit,  and  produces  almoft  infuperable 
difficulties,  unlefs  the  patient  is  fortunate 
enough  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  man  of 
medical  learning,  or  large  experience,  who 
knows  how  to  reftore  the  blood  to  a  bal- 
famic  Hate,  and  thereby  to  difentangle  the 

infection 
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infection  from  the  habit  with  efficacy, 

v  * 

certainty,  and  fpeed. 

To  promote  fuch  a  ftate  of  the  juices, 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  introducing 
the  ufe  of  diet  drinks,  almoft  as  foon  as 
this  malady  was  known  ;  and  in  countries 
where  the  perfpiration  is  exceffive,  and 
the  fluids  are  thin,  the  contagion  was  to 
be  carried  off  by  the  ballamic  or  adtive 
qualities  of  thofe  drinks. 

It  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  reckoned  a 
kind  of  herefy  to  maintain,  that  the 
guaiacum  is  of  little  or  no  virtue  in  the 
venereal  difeafe.  Volumes  have  been  writ- 

,  ^  N  1  A 

ten  to  extol  its  powers.  Dr,  Boerhaave 
has  rendered  the  name  of  Kutten  immor¬ 
tal,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  efpoufes 
his  method  of  giving  it.  True  it  is,  he 
wrote  in  Holland,  and*  it  may  be  gene¬ 
rally  prefumed,  with  a  peculiar  eye  to 

r 

Dutch  conftitutions,  or  phlegmatic  ha¬ 
bits,  in  which  this  medicine  might  poffi- 

K  2  bly 
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bly  fucceed.  Thus  much  however  I  can 
freely  affirm,  that  I  have  given  it,  or  feen 
it  given,  times  without  number,  in  air 
moft  all  the  ftubborn  fymptoms  of  the 
diforder  under  confideration,  without  the 
leaff:  efficacy,  unlefs  in  habits  that  were 
very  phlegmatic  indeed,  or  elfe  greatly 
impoverifhed,  or  laftly  where  it  has  been 
combined  with  the  farfaparilla. 

To  what  I  have  advanced  elfewhere 
concerning  the  virtues  of  farfaparilla  I 
would  only  add  here,  that  I  have  not  fince 
the  year  1753,  when  I  firft  gave  it  in 
ftrong  decodiions,  found  any  reafon  to  re¬ 
trace  the  leaff;  part  of  what  I  then  aflerted  ; 
excepting  only  in  the  cafe  of  a  few  cance¬ 
rous  buboes,  which  will  not,  I  believe, 

give  way  on  a  fudden  to  any  method 

•  • 

Jiitherto  difeovered,  but  which,  I  know, 
may  be  gradually  fubdued,  either  by 
freffi  air,  fuller  diet,  abftinence  from 
mercurials,  or  by  hemlock  applied  ont- 
^  wardly. 
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wardly,  or  given  inwardly,  whether  with 
or  without  opiates.  My  affertion  in  the 
Medical  Effays  of  London,  vol.  iff,  was, 

*  That  every  cafe  truly  venereal  is  ma- 
€  nageable  by  mercury,  or  by  farfa  com^ 

*  bined  with  mercury/ 

As  to  deceptions  of  bardana  and  meze- 
reon  roots,  the  herbs  faponaria,  lobelia, 
&c.  which  have  been  cried  up  by  differ 
rent  writers ;  my  experience  of  their 
powers  has  been  too  fmall  to  enable  me  to 
pronounce  with  certainty,  but  quite  fuf- 
ficient  to  incline  me  to  fpeak  doubtfully, 
concerning  them. 

'*  / 

SECTION  XIII. 

*  x  \  '  \ 

Necejfary  remarks  on  the  difeafe . 

'  ,  f  / 

THE  venereal  difeafe  differs  from 
mod;  others  in  this  refpePt,  that  it 
has  no  perfePt  crifis,  except  in  its  fim- 
pleft  fpecies. 

It 


(  7°  ) 

It  is  always  in  a  progreffive  ftate,  grow¬ 
ing  worfe  every  hour,  and  recoiling  with 
double  force,  if  the  cure  be  interrupted 
by  irregularity  of  any  kind,  or  if  you  give 
oyer  the  antivenereal  regimen  before  the 
complaint  is  fairly  conquered. 

It  differs  in  its  quality  from  itfelf,  as 
much  as  the  confluent  fmall  pox  differs 
from  the  moil  diftinCt  fort. 

In  its  mofl  inflammatory  ftate,  the  an¬ 
tidote  may  be  applied  fo  injudiciously  as 
to  throw  it  much  deeper  into  the  habit, 

i 

than  it  would  advance  in  equal  time,  if 
left  to  the  treatment  ufual  in  other  in¬ 
flammatory  difeafes. 

The  conftitution  is  able  to  throw  off  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  infectious  mat¬ 
ter  by  the  urethra  in  a  gonorrhoea,  and  by 
the  Suppuration  of  a  bubo  in  a  confirmed 
pox,  with  much  more  eafe  than  by  pur¬ 
ging  in  the  clap,  or  by  a  mercurial  courfe 
Singly  in  the  pox.  In  the  laft  however. 


as 
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as  we  hinted  before,  fuch  a  difcharge 
alone  we  have  never  found  fufficienty 
though  we  have  repeatedly  made  the  ex¬ 
periment. 

It  falls  out  but  rarely,  that  the  dif- 
eafe  in  our  days  affedts  the  vifcera  with 
fiich  obitrudtions  as  it  produced  at  its  fir  ft 
appearance,  when  the  gonorrhoea  had  not 
yet  fhewed  itfelf,  and  the  ufe  of  mercury 
was  lefs  underflood.  This  indeed  I  have 
met  with  in  three  or  four  cafes,  where 
the  antivenereal  plan  only  had  power 
to  remove  the  evil. 

I  am  informed  that  the  Afiatics  cure 
many  dropfies,  and  obftru&ed  vifcera,  by 
anointing  the  hepatic  region  with  mercu¬ 
rial  ointment.  The  obftrudiions  ib  cured 
have  been  probably  owing  to  a  venereal 
caufe.  I  have  failed  in  two  or  three  in- 
itances  where  the  trial  was  made  very 
faithfully,  but  where  I  had  no  reafon  to 
believe  that  there  was  any  thing  venereal 
in  the  habit.  Anti- 
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Antifcorbutic  and  tonic  medicines,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  hemlock  and  bark,  muft 
pave  the  way  to  the  cure  of  this  diforder* 
if  you  with  that  cure  to  be  expeditious 

and  lafting,  in  the  cafe  of  fcorbutic  or 

> 

fcrophulous  conflitutions,  where  vene¬ 
real  complaints  are  always  peculiarly  dan¬ 
gerous. 

It  is  a  declaration  due  to  truth,  that 
I  have  not,  in  any  preparation  of  mercury 
ufed  by  injection,  found  either  a  certain 
preventive,  or  a  certain  cure,  of  any  ve¬ 
nereal  taint*  at  any  feafon  from  or  before 
coition  to  the  moft  complete  virulent 
gonorrhoea,  notwithstanding  the  boafted 
powers  of  noftrums  which  Fallopius* 
Mufitanus,  F.  Hoffman,  and  many  pro¬ 
found  connoiffeurs  in  this  metropolis,  fo 
confidently  recommend. 

Certain  it  is  that  I  have  formerly 
brought  a  pox  on  feveral,  by  attempting 
a  cure  with  injections  of  calomel,  mercu¬ 
rial 


J 
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rial  ointment  diffolved  with  the  yolk  of 
an  egg  and  injedted,  mercurial  ointment 
introduced  into  the  urethra,  the  famed 
folution  of  mercury  with  gum  ammoniac, 

-  .  ,  A  *  •  .  *  -  -  '  *  t 

diluted  aqua  phagasdenica,  and  Van  Swie- 
ten’s  aqua  antivenerea,  &c. 

Mufitanus  goes  indeed  fo  far  as  to 
affirm,  that  he  has  known  a  thoufand  claps 
cured  by  an  injection  of  calomel.  We 
have  feen  many  obftinate  gleets  cured  by 
it,  at  the  end  of  a  proper  courfe ;  but 
muff:  repeat,  that  we  have  brought  the 
pox  on  feveral  people  in  the  clap,  by  means 
of  this  medicine,  when  we  ufed  it  in  the 
beginning  of  a  gonorrhoea  virulenta. 

F.  Hoffman  has  aflerted  the  fame  thing 
with  the  prieft ;  but  neither  of  their  au¬ 
thorities  can  weigh  againft  daily  obferva-* 
tion. 


SEC- 


SECTION  XIV. 


. 


A  problem . 


WHAT  pains  have  not  been  taken 
to  find  out  an  application,  or  in- 

i  “  r  > 

jection,  that  will,  either  ante  aut  poft 
coi'tum,  prevent  venereal  infection  ?  Fal¬ 
lopius,  Mufitanus,  and  others,  have  given 

us  prefcriptions,  of  whofe  efficacy  they 

\  '  '  - 

feem  to  entertain  no  doubt. 

To  me,  I  confefs,  the  fubtilty  of  this 
poifon  appears  too  like  that  of  electrical 
fire  to  be  prevented.  It  is  well  for  the 
human  race  that  it  can  be  cured. 

/  '  ■  i 

I  knew  a  young  man,  whofe  blood  was 
obliged  to  be  loaded  with  mercury  in  a 
great  quantity  by  inunCtion  for  a  pocky 
taint.  As  foon  as  his  cure  was  completed, 
he  lay  with  a  woman  who  infeCted  every 
body  elfe,  but  he  efcaped.  In  this  cafe, 
I  fuppofe,  the  quantity  of  mercury  in  the 

habit 
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habit  overbalanced  the  quantity  of  dif- 
eafe,  and  aCted  as  a  prophylactic  :  ‘  mais 
‘  le  jeu  ne  vaut  pas  la  chandelle/ 

*  Forfan  hydrargyrum  in  oleo  animali 

*  vel  vegetabili  cO&o  folutum,  et  virgae 

i 

*  ante  co'itum  bene  inunCtum,  ad  prophy- 

*  laxin  appropinquate 

SECTION  XV. 

Of  mercury  and  its  preparations . 

SOON  after  the  venereal  diftemper 
had  made  its  appearance  in  our  he- 
mifphere,  it  was  difcovered,  that  medi¬ 
cines  of  the  common  fort  neither  checked 
its  prog-refs,  nor  accomplished  its  cure. 
Some  of  \the  fymptoms  refembling  fo 
nearly  thofe  obftinate  difeafes  where  mer¬ 
curial  medicines  alone  had  been  found 
effectual,  probably  led  our  forefathers  to 
try  their  efficacy  in  this,  notwithstanding 
its  fuppofed  bad  qualities,  which  they 

L  2  *  at- 
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attempted  to  correct  by  the  addition  of 
other  ingredients.  The  malignity  and 
fpread  of  the  difeafe  foon  brought  it  into 
general  ufe. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  the  changeable 
nature  of  mercury  from  a  fluid  into  a  fo- 

*  j.  <*. 

lid,  from  a  volatile  into  a  fixed  ftate,  from 
a  mild  into  an  acrid  quality,  and  from  its 
own  colour  into  almoft  all  colours  ?  The 
chemifts,  or  the  alchemifts,  can  tell  you 
how  all  this  happens,  and  lover-like  are 
fondefl:  of  what  has  given  them  molt  trou¬ 
ble.  To  them  I  refer  the  curious  enqui¬ 
rer,  meaning  only  to  lay  before  my  reader 
a  few  fad:s  concerning  mercury,  and  its 
preparations,  that  may  claim  fome  atten¬ 
tion  from  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  ve- 
nereal  cafes. 

And  firfc,  as  to  its  ores ;  the  virtues 
of  thefe  do  not  by  any  means  correfpond 
with  what  has  been  faid  of  them  in  moft 
books  that  treat  of  venereal  difeafes. 


For 
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For  native  cinnabars  are,  in  their  effedts 
on  the  body,  either  fettered  on  the  one 
hand  by  their  combination  with  fulphur, 
or  dangerous  on  the  other  by  effluvia  from 
the  arfenical  part  of  them.  I  have  twice 
feen  a  confiderable  falivation  raifed  by  gi¬ 
ving  native  cinnabar  inwardly.  The  mif- 
chiefs  occafioned  by  fumigations,  where 
the  lungs  are  wxak,  or  fubjedt  to  afthmas* 
hemorrhages,  &c.  are  well  known.  The 
difappointments  I  have  met  with  from 
the  ufe  of  the  fadtitious,  or  antimonial 
kinds,  both  given  inwardly,  and  outwardly 
applied,  correfpond  exadlly  with  the 
experience  of  Dr.  Aflruc  on  this  head. 

But  I  feel  very  little  difpofition  to  try 

$ 

powers  which  are  at  befh  equivocal,  where 
we  have  certain  ones  at  hand.  I  mean, 
that  their  application  repreffes,  or  at  beft 
only  tranflates  the  complaints  for  which 
they  are  ufed,  rather  than  extirpates  them. 

If  quickfilver,  when  {trained  through 
leather,  leaves  no  dregs  behind,  or  diftilled 

with 


with  quick-lime  comes  out  in  the  fame 
quantity  as  when  put  into  the  veffel, 
it  is  then  fit  for  every  ufe,  whether  out¬ 
wardly  applied  or  inwardly  adminiftered, 
as  well  as  for  all  the  preparations  into 
which  chemifts  have  tortured  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  experiments  recorded 
by  Englifh  writers,  it  appears,  that  large 
quantities  of  quickfilvep,  even  to  the 
amount  of  fixteen  pound  weight,  have 
been  fw  all  owed  by  one  patient,  without 
producing  any  remarkable  phenomena 

4 

in  that  cafe,  or  indeed  in  any  other ,  un- 
lefs  when  a  part  of  it  happened  to  be  dif- 
folved  by  the  faliva,  or  gaftric  juices,  and 

thereby  lodged  for  fome  time  in  the  primas 

* 

viae,  where  it  produced  the  common  effect 
of  increafing  the  falivary  fecretions,  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  diffolved,  or 
to  the  ftate  of  the  patient’s  juices  at  the 
time  of  giving  it.  In  thefe  inftances 
it  correfponds  with  mercury  diffolved 
in  honey,  turpentine,  &c.  as  in  the 
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pil.  Barbaroff.  de  Belloft.  pil.  mercurial. 
Pharm.  Lond.  &c.  at  the  worft  produ¬ 
cing  fymptoms  very  manageable  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  effects  more  or  lefs  beneficial 
according  to  circumftances. 

As  to  the  effedts  of  crude  mercury  in 
this  difeafe,  diflblved  with  turpentines, 
or  otherwife  combined  with  alexiphar- 
mics,  diuretics,  purgatives,  &c.  I  would 
not  abfolutely  fay,  that  the  pocky  infec¬ 
tion  is  always  too  great  for  fuch  medicines 
to  take  place  :  but  fo  long  as  you  remain 
ignorant  in  what  proportion  the  mercurial 
medicine  has  entered  the  ladteal  veffels, 
and  what  points  it  has  carried,  you  can¬ 
not  tell  how  to  afcertain  the  dofe,  or 
fecure  the  patient  againft  a  relapfe ;  that 
is,  in  pocky  cafes. 

The  fame  objection,  though  notin  the 
fame  degree,  lies  againfi:  trufting  to  its 
effedt  in  plafters  :  for,  on  the  firft  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  difeafe,  much  was  done  by 

them 
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them  both  in  their  Ample  and  complicated 
forms,  provided  they  were  perfevered  in 
long  enough  to  lodge  a  fufficient  quantity. 

He  muft  be  a  man  of  very  little  obfer- 
vation  indeed,  who  has  not  feen  the  mif- 
chiefs  arifmg  from  mercurial  plafters  ap¬ 
plied  to  buboes,  and ‘other  venereal  tu¬ 
mours,  by  fending  them  back  into  the 
habit. 

Let  us  now  fee  what  is  effected  by  oint¬ 
ment  prepared  in  the  moft  Iimple  form, 
or  crude  mercury  rubbed  into  an  ointment 
with  an  equal  quantity  of  hogs-lard. 

In  the  virulent  gonorrhoea,  mercurial 
ointment  having  been  rubbed  on  the 
groins  in  juft  proportions,  fuppofe  to  the 
quantity  of  an  ounce  or  more  at  due  in¬ 
tervals  (purgative  medicines  being  inter¬ 
mixed  at  proper  diftances) ;  the  difcharge 
generally  changes  from  a  green  or  yel¬ 
low  colour  to  one  whiter,  and  more 
refembling  the  femen,  or  to  one  of  a 

yellow 
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yellow  tinge  in  the  middle  of  the  fpeck ; 
or  elfe  it  becomes  more  ropy,  and  lefs 
like  melted  tallow,  diminifhing  at  the 
fame  time  in  quantity.  But  where  the 
gonorrhoea  has  been  of  fucli  long  Hand¬ 
ing  as  to  have  produced  carriofities  or 
ftridures  in.  the  urethra,  no  inunction  will 

be  fufficient  without  a  local  treatment. 

% 
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When  the  difeaft  fllews  itfelf  with 
pocky  fymptoms,  as  chancres,  buboes; 

•  a 

puflules,  &'c.  and  you  rub  on  a  due 
proportion  of  this  ointment,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  fuitable  regimen,  what  are 
the  effects  ?  Sometimes  a  plentiful  fpit- 

j  ^  \  *  ( 

ting,  with  its  attendants;  and  a  cure ; 

fometimes  plentiful  fweatihg,  and  a  cure ; 

*  •*  . 

at  other  times  no  fenfible  evacuation,  or 
change  on  the  body*  and  yet  a  cure, 
equally  agreeable  and  permanent ;  except 
in  fome  few  cafes,  which  are  conquered  a  ft 

t 

terwards  by  diet  drinks,  fmall  dofes  of  pih 
argent,  vivi,  or  flight  mercurial  fridions; 

M  I 
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I  allow  that  the  diminution  of  the 
fymptoms  is  not  always  apparent,  how-* 
ever  properly  the  courfe  may  have  been 
purfued,  and  that  thirty  or  even  forty 
drachms  of  the  ftrong  mercurial  ointment 
will  not  always  remove  the  difeafe.  Con¬ 
tinue,  in  that  cafe,  to  rub  a  few  times 
more,  and  a  larger  quantity  at  a  time, 
and  what  enfues  ?  As  if  the  artillery  had 
not  been  heavy  enough  before,  by  thus 
increanng  its  weight  you  make  a  breach 
at  laft,  and  the  difeafe  is  taken  by  ftorm  ; 
frequently,  as  was  faid  above,  without  fali- 
vation,  fweating,  a  greater  diurefis,  or  any 
difagreeable  confequence  whatever ;  and 
generally  too  without  any  feverity  of  regi¬ 
men,  even  in  open  air.  I  would  not  be 
underftood  to  mean,  that  the  inundlions 
are,  in  this  event,  to  be  left  off  immedi¬ 
ately.  On  the  contrary,  it  fliould  be  a 
general  rule  to  continue  them  for  a  fhorter 
or  longer  time,  according  to  the  degree  of 
-  •  '  ftub- 


ftubbornnefs  which  has  attended  the  fymp- 
toms  ;  as  it  is  certain  that,  without  fuch 
precaution,  there  may  be  a  danger  of 
their  returning. 

In  relation  to  the  quantity,  hear  the 
opinion  of  two  celebrated  judges.  “  It  is 
“  difficult,”  fays  Aft  rue*,  “  to  affert,  a 
“  priori,  what  quantity  of  mercury  will, 
<(  in  the  whole,  be  neceffary  to  cure  this 
“  diftemper  completely;  fince  that  de- 
“  pends  upon  the  age,  fex,  and  tem- 
tc  perament  of  the  patient ;  the  malig- 
“  nity,  degree,  and  inveteracy  of  the 
“  infection ;  the  number,  ufe,  and  im- 
fC  portance  of  the  parts  affedted.  It 
muft  be  judged  of  a  pofteriori,  from 
the  abatement  and  ceafing  of  the 
“  fymptoms  :  but  it  is  found  by  repeated 
**  obfervations,  that  commonly  not  lefs 
iC  than  two  ounces  of  the  ftrong  mercu- 

¥  ■  •  »  ,  •  r 

f  Aftruc,  lib. iv,  cap.  7.  p.272.  ed.Parif.  1740,  4to. 
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??  rial  ointment  is  fufficient,  and  not  more 
*c  than  three  or  four  ounces  neceffary.” 

The  other  writer,  Septalius,  who  had 
the  care  of  the  great  hofpital  of  Broglio 
at  Milan,  for  forty  years  together,  where 
by  his  account  he  cured  of  the  venereal 
difeafe  near  one  thoufand  patients  yearly, 

*•  *  ’  -y  i 

fays*,  “  That  for  completing  one  cure 
“  there  ought  to  be  ufed,  at  repeated 
*c  inunctions,  three  or  four  ounces  of 
quickfilver  ;  and  that  the  infe&don 
f*  fhould  not  be  carried  off  by  purga- 
“  tives,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  the  utmoft 
neceffity.”  It  is  the  advice  of  this  ex¬ 
perienced  phylician'f*,  either  not  to  ufe 

A 

mercurials  at  all,  or  to  ufe  them  in 

s  '• 

a  quantity  fufficient  to  enfure  fuccefs ; 
€C  fince  by  too  fparing  an  application  of 
tc  them  the  morbid  matter  is  fet  in  mo- 
*c  tion ;  and  the  fymptoms  being  only  di- 
V  minifhed,  not  removed,  unlefs  perhaps 

•  •  •  *  •  t  -  •* 

*  Septalii  Animad.  lib.  vii.  §  224&23i. 
f  Id.  lib.  vii.  §  21 8- 
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V  to  the  nobler  parts,  the  patient  is  left, 

r  v  ^ 

f*  uncured  and  difappointed,  to  drag  out 
<c  a  miferable  life.” 

I  cannot  reftrain  myfelf  from  obferving 
here,  how  fafhionable  it  is  become  with 
many  to  defpife  old  writers,  and  to  de¬ 
preciate  as  obfolete  every  obfervation, 
how  ufeful  foever  in  pradtice,  that  has 
not  been  made  in  our  more  enlightened 
days  :  but,  certainly,  he  who  has  efta- 
blifhed  the  trueft  principles  of  cure  de¬ 
fer  ves  the  greatefl  efteem,  and  the  clofeft 
attention,  at  whatever  period  he  wrote. 

With  regard  to  the  compofition  of  the 
ointment,  I  would  always  recommend 
equal  proportions  of  lard  and  quickfilver ; 
the  ir^undtion  with  a  drachm  or  two,  at 
moft,  being  with  difficulty  rubbed  on  to 
drynefs,  without  leaving  the  thighs  too 
long  expofed  to  the  air ;  as  on  the  other 
hand  a  quantity  of  mercury  fufficient  to 
extinguiffi  the  infedtion  is  not  eafily  rub¬ 
bed 
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bed' on,  if  the  proportion  of  lard  to  quick* 
filver  be  double. 

When  the  patient’s  Ikin  is  eafily  fret- 

•  *  <  '  y  ^ 

ted,  the  ointment  fhould  be  prepared  with 

'  \ 

as  fmall  a  quantity  of  turpentine  as  pofli- 
ble ;  by  which  means  he  is  faved  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  angry  puftules,  that  often  obftrudt: 
the  anointing  of  thofe  parts  where  it 
can  be  done  moft  completely,  namely  the 
thighs,  and  the  infide  of  them  efpecially. 

By  the  way,  one  is  tempted  to  finite  at 
the  common  manner  of  applying  the  mer¬ 
curial  ointrdent,  firft  on  the  feet,  then 
on  the  legs,  then  on  the  thighs,  then  on 
the  arms,  fhoulders,  and  trunk  of  the 
body  ;  as  if  there  were  magic  in  the  pro* 

cefs,  and  the  dodtor  were  a  conjurer. 

/ 

Surely  the  ointment  rubbed  upon  the 
thighs,  which  can  be  defended  from  cold 
in  winter  by  flannel  drawers,  and  in  dim¬ 
mer  by  cotton  or  linen  ones,  worn  during 
the  whole  time  of  the  inunction,  and 

where 
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where  it  can  be  applied  without  any  incon-* 
veniency,  is  as  well  or  better  calculated 
to  convey  the  mercury  into  the  blood, 
though  not  to  keep  up  the  parade  of  art. 

If  any  confiderable  quantity  of  the  oint¬ 
ment  is  prepared  at  once,  it  ihould  be 
ftirred  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  pot 
every  time  it  is  ufed,  that  the  whole  may 
be  equally  ftrong. 

I  pretend  not  to  decide  whether  the 
lard’s  becoming  attenuated  by  age  is  an 
advantage  or  no.  Septalius  touches  on 
thefe  two  laft  particulars. 

The  following  hints  deferve  the  notice 
of  every  furgeon,  and  are  not  generally 
known. 

Rub  a  little,  fuppofe  lefs  than  a  drachm 
at  a  time,  of  mercurial  ointment, upon  a 
chancre,  a  beginning  bubo,  or  phymolis, 
and  repeat  it  daily  for  three  or  four  times  i 
and  it  will  remove  the  appearance  of  dif- 
eafe  from  the  part,  and  drive  it  into  the 


con 


(  83,) 

conflitutiori,  perhaps  upon  the  bones/ 

* 

probably  into  the  throat/  but  always  from 
the  part.  Every  mercurial  application  to 

a  venereal  fore,  whether  chancre  or  bubo/ 

*  ^ 

is  equally  improper,  till  you  have  con- 

t 

quered  the  infection. 

Rub  to  the  quantity  of  two,  three,  of 
four,  and  fome  few  times  more  ounces* 
in  proper  dofes,  upon  any  part  of  the 
body,  except  the  part  affected ;  and  all 
the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  which  de- 
ferve  the  name  of  venereal,  will  either 
difappear,  and  never  return,  or  elfe  be  fo 
altered  as  to  give  way  to  diet  drinks 
of  farfa,  or  bardana,  or  perhaps  of  the 
plants  faponaria  and  lobelia,  or  the  roots 
of  mezereon. 

;  '  ^  * 

Again,  rub  a  fmall  quantity  of  the 
mercurial  ointment  on  any  part  of  the 
body,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fcrophulous  or  fcor- 
butic  habit,  tainted  at  the  fame  time  with 
the  pox ;  and,  in  many  inftances,  it  will 

pro- 
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produce  a  violent  falivation,  that  in  fpite 
of  all  forts  of  remedies  fliall  run  on 
for  feveral  weeks ;  the  patient  fliall  be 
much  reduced  in  his  ftrength,  wafted  in 
his  body,  and  remain  tainted  with  the 
difeafe,  notwithftanding  the  falivation. 
has  been  fo  inordinate.  Repeat  the 
anointing,  and  the  effect  will  be  the 
fame. 

But  firft  correCt  this  fcorbutic  difpofi- 
tion,  then  rub  on  the  mercury,  proceed 
to  the  length  above  mentioned,  at  proper 
intervals,  and  in  proper  quantities ;  and 
you  will  generally,  even  without  affect¬ 
ing  the  mouth,  obtain  a  complete  cure. 
Go  beyond  this  quantity,  and,  except 
in  a  few  cafes,  mercury  fliall  feem  to 
have  produced  no  further  effeCt  on  the 
fymptoms.  Here  we  may  fay  with  truth, 
that  it  has  done  both  its  beft,  and 
its  worft  :  it  has  fayed  the  conftitution 
from  being  ruined  by  the  difeafe,  and 
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it  has  changed  a  flrong  into  a  weak 
habit. 

■  ■  r 

Formerly,  phyfici-ans  were  exceeding 
folicitous  to  raife  the  falivation  to  the  ut-r 
molt  height,  left  they  fhould  not  be  cer^ 
tain  of  the  cure  without  it.  Of  late, 
they  have  been  contented  with  fweating, 
or  plentiful  difcharges  of  urine.  Now, 
many  are  fatisfied  if  they  ufe  a  given  quan- 
tity,  whether  it  affedts  the  falivary  glands, 
or  goes  off  either  by  perfpiration  or  urine. 
I  am  difpofed  to  be  of  the  laft  number, 
with  this  difference,  that  where  there 

'  i  *  '•  *-r  *"•' 

is  a  little  forenefs  and  heat  in  the  gums, 

I  fhould  expedt  a  more  fpeedy  cure,  than 

where  there  is  either  none  at  all,  or  where 

% 

there  is  a  more  copious  falivation. 

I  have  fometimes  gone  fo  far  as  to  think, 
that  mercury,  by  producing  a  fort  of 
fermentation  in  the  juices,  without  load¬ 
ing  too  much  the  falivary  glands,  or 
augmenting  their  fecretions  conliderably. 
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w*as  better  for  the  conftitution,  thart 
when,  by  greatly  tainting^  the  faliva,  it 
produced  a  putrid  diathefis. 

Upon  the  whole*  I  believe,  that  pur* 
ging  gently  in  the  inflammatory  ftate,  at 
the  intervals  already  fpecified,  and  inter¬ 
mixing  crude  mercury  internally,  or  ap>* 
plying  it  externally  in  juft  quantities,  as 
foon  as  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  are 
abated,  will  cure  a  clap  in  all  its  ftages ; 
and  that  mercurial  ointment,  ufed  in  the 
proportions  above  directed*  Will  generally 
fecure  the  conftitution  againft  the  further 
progrefs  of  a  confirmed  pox,  or  at  leaft 
enable  yon  to  eradicate  it  by  the  affiftance 
of  other  medicines  before  mentioned. 

I  hope  that  delicate  patients  will  not 
be  alarmed  at  fuch  a  method  of  cure, 
when  I  fhall  have  mentioned  one  fadt, 
viz.  that,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years 
practice,  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace 
any  lafting  bad  effedts  of  mercury  on 
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tliofe  who  have  ufed  even  the  Iargeft  quan- 
tities  of  it,  by  inundtion,  in  the  cafe  of 
conftitutions  otherwife  healthy.  I  fpeak 
not  of  fcorbutic,  fcrophulous,  cancerous, 
nor  yet  of  paralytic  ones,  where  family 
infirmities  are  moll  injurioufly  imputed 
to  mercury. 

Compare  now  the  effedts  of  mercurial 
ointment  juft  defcribed,  with  thofe  of 
mercury  in  ores,  but  chiefly  diflolved  with 
acids ;  in  which  I  include  the  turpeths, 
corrofive  fublimate,  or  the  latter  dulcified 
by  repeated  fublimations,  and  mercurial 
precipitates.  Of  fome  of  thefe  a  quarter 
or  half  a  grain,  or  even  lefs,  and  that  di¬ 
luted  too,  will  produce  anxieties,  trem¬ 
blings,  vomitings,  hypercatharfes,  con- 
vulfions,  and  fometimes  death ;  at  beft, 
falivations  not  to  be  reftrained  for  weeks, 
months,  or  even  a  longer  period ;  and, 
what  is  perhaps  yet  more  to  be  dreaded,  no 
cure,  or  not  a  permanent  one,  will  be  ac- 
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compliffied  at  laft,  though  the  falivation  be 
repeated.  Yet  fome  or  all  of  thefe  dread¬ 
ful  confequences  muft  be  hazarded,  be- 
caufe  a  fmaller  quantity  of  mercury  in  this 
way  is  pretended  to  be  fufficient  for  the 
cure,  and  lefs  deftrudtive,  as  well  as  more 
delicate.  The  laft  part  of  the  propofition 
I  admit,  but  the  other  two  I  utterly  deny* 
Were  it  right  to  give  into  theory,  on  a 
fubjedt  where  we  have  fadts  fufficient  $  it 
might  perhaps  be  faid  of  mercury  acidu¬ 
lated  in  any  way  you  will,  that  even 
the  falivation,  with  all  its  fevere  attend¬ 
ants,  is  not  your  fecurity.  Either  the 
fores  do  not  heal,  or  the  fymptoms  do  not 
difappear,  perhaps  indeed  from  the  pa¬ 
tient’s  not  being  able  to  bear  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  falivation,  and  the  repeated 
effedts  of  the  mercury  on  the  ftomach  or 
bowels ;  or  finally  no  cure  takes  place, 
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SECTION  XVI; 

On  the  prefent  Jlate  of  the  pox. 

<  i 

IT  is  a  queftion  that  has  been  much 
agitated,  whether  the  difeafe  of  which 
we  have  been  treating,  is  on  the  decline 
or  not.  I  would  anfwer  it  by  afldng 
another  queftion.  Is  the  paffion  for  plea- 
fure  on  the  decline  ? 

*  In  fa<3:,  I  believe  that  the  difeafe  is 

/.  .  • 

growing  much  more  general,  while  the 
treatment  of  it  is  ftill  fhamefully  unequal. 

There  has  been  an  aera  in  its  hiftory, 
when  it  became  milder.  I  allude  to  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  gonorrhoea.  But 
too  many  furgeons  daily  fliut  up  that 
avenue  to  relief,  by  a  variety  of  injedions 
mercurial,  balfamic,  and  aftringent.  I 
leave  their  patients  to  bear  witnefs  with 
what  woful  effeds ;  amongft  others, 
fwelled  tefticles,  unhappy  wives,  and  an 
half  rotten  pofterity.  An- 
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Another  principal  fource  of  the  increafe 
of  this  evil  is  the  general  ignorance  with 
regard  to  the  quantity  of  mercury  requi- 
fite,  and  to  the  manner  of  applying  it, 
which  changes  totally  the  face  and  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  complaint. 

A  third  moft  material  circumftance  to 
be  reckoned  here  is  that  of  the  grafts  from 
Africa,  and  both  the  Indies  ;  where,  the 
treatment  being  ftill  lefs  underftood,  the 
difeafe  has  been  fuffered  to  lay  deeper 
hold,  and  to  produce  more  ftubborn 

fymptoms. 

The  laft  caufe  that  I  fhall  mention, 

but  not  the  leaf!:,  is  the  conftitution  of 
modern  livers  :  where  love  of  eafe,  love 

»  K  s  ^ 

of  pleafure,  continual  watching,  and 

anxious  gaming,  have  miferably  enervated 
the  pofcerity  of  thofe  heroes  who  fought 
at  Agincourt  and  Creffy. 

THE  END, 
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